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FOREWORD
Dear Academy Participants,
Welcome to Berlin!
It is with great pleasure that we and the rest of the REN21 Secretariat staff welcome you to Berlin and to the
2018 REN21 Academy.
We are excited with this year’s programme and hope that you will find it similarly so. Both the structure and
content are reflective of REN21’s multi-stakeholder approach and collaborative, transparent organisational
culture. The agenda has been co-developed with you, the participants; your inputs and insights have shaped
the REN21 Academy structure. Topics such as sector coupling, the role of decentralised renewables to build
an energy system in developing countries, and the urgent need to accelerate renewable energy uptake will all
be discussed and debated. We will also discuss how we, as a renewable energy community, can communicate
more effectively, position evidence in a strategic way to inform key decision-makers, and address key
developments in the conventional energy sector.
In parallel many of the topics that we will be discussing are reflected in REN21’s 2019-2021 strategy. This event
is therefore not a “stand-alone” event; rather it will directly inform the work of REN21 going forward.
We also would like to take advantage of your presence to discuss how we can collectively advance the
renewable energy transition. The REN21 Community is at the core of REN21’s work, demonstrating the vital
“power of many”. We plan to further build on this broad and engaged community to increase individual and
collection action.
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We hope you enjoy this year’s REN21 Academy as much as we have enjoyed creating it!
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REN21 Academy – Overview

DAY 1

MONDAY, 19 NOV 2018
EUREF CAMPUS

Registration and Coffee
9:00 – 10:00

METHODOLOGY
The Academy sessions have been designed
to allow the REN21 Community to meet
and discuss how to accelerate the energy
transformation, by sharing perspectives,
asking tough questions, innovating together
and dreaming the future. Sessions are
structured around facilitation methods, and
are professionally moderated.

Joint High-Level Opening Plenary
REN21 Academy and REEW
10:00 – 12:30

Hall 26/EUREF Campus

Lunch (with REEW participants)
Werkstatt/EUREF Campus

12:30 – 13:30

Transport
13:30 by Bus to Spreespeicher

SHARING PERSPECTIVES
Featuring discussions with
select experts looking at
key topics and debating with
participants, the aim is to highlight critical
issues, share experiences from varied
perspectives, have a strategic conversation
around proposed renewable energy
solutions, and gain new knowledge.

SPREESPEICHER

The REN21 Academy Spirit and Approach
Heat, Tranport , Energy Systems 2.0: Entry points
for integrated energy transition
Room: Water

14:30 – 15:30

IDEATING TOGETHER
Based on participatory
methodologies, participants
will work collectively on predefined topics. Sessions are developed
around the principle that, by listening to
diverse viewpoints and participating in the
discussion, the collective intelligence of the
group is maximised, resulting in new and
innovative approaches.

HEATING

TRANSPORT

ENERGY
SYSTEMS 2.0

Pathways to
Renewable Heat

Integrating
Renewables
Now to Fully
Decarbonise
transport!

Distributed
Renewables:
Building the
energy system
of the future

16:00 – 19:00
Room: Water

16:00 – 19:00
Room: Earth

16:00 – 19:00
Room: Air

DREAMING THE FUTURE
These sessions are meant
to inspire big-picture thinking
and align the community with
a common vision of the future. Topics will
cover creating balanced energy scenarios
for both developing and developed
countries and exploring co-creative
approaches to involve stakeholders in
problem-solving.
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“Human Energy”: Meet the REN21 Community
around drinks, dinner, and a party
19:00 – 23:00

Room: Fire

DAY 2

DAY 3

TUESDAY, 20 NOV 2018

WEDNESDAY, 21 NOV 2018

SPREESPEICHER

SPREESPEICHER

Coffee and Recap

Coffee and Recap

9:00 – 10:00

9:00 – 9:30

Heat in the
Overall Energy
System

Transport in the
Overall Energy
System

Energy System
2:0 in the Overall
Energy System

Divergent Perspectives of an Energy Future:
Confronting them to strengthen renewable
eNergy uptake

10:00 – 11:30
Room: Air

10:00 – 11:30
Room: Water

10:00 – 11:30
Room: Fire

9:30 – 10:30

Room: Fire

Coffee Break
10:30 – 11:00

World Café: Realities of the road ahead

Coffee Break

Room: Fire

11:00 – 12:15

11:30 – 12:00

From megacities to villages:
Integrated approaches to meeting energy needs

Room: Fire

12:00 – 13:00

Reflections from Panel
Room: Fire

12:15 – 12:45

Lunch
Closing Summary and the Future

13:00 – 14:30

Food for Thought: Reaching scale with innovation,
effective communication, and collaboration

Room: Fire

14:30 – 15:00

SCALING-UP

COMMUNICATIONS

Financing the
Acceleration in
Underserved
Markets

Moving Outside
the Bubble:
Improving our
messaging

15:30 – 18:00
Room: Air

15:30 – 18:00
Room: Water

THE POWER OF
MANY

Action Plan
for the REN21
Community
15:30 – 18:00
Room: Fire

Room: Fire

12:45 – 13:15

Lunch
13:15 – 14:30

WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP

Europe 2030

Regional
Energy Centres

Renewables
in Cities

14:30 – 16:30
Room: Water

14:30 – 16:30
Room: Fire

(powered by
the European
Commission)

14:30 – 16:30
Room: Air

Transport

Final Coffee Break

18:00 by Bus to Westhafen Event & Convention Center

16:30 – 17:30

(powered by
UNIDO & UNECE)

(powered by REN21)

Joint Reception and Dinner:
REN21 Academy and REEW
19:00 – 23:00
WESTHAFEN EVENT & CONVENTION CENTER
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INTRODUCTION
Advancing the Energy Transition
The global renewable energy sector is facing two realities: one, there is an ongoing
transformation in the power sector driven by increasing shares of renewables, and
another, the overall energy transition is not advancing with the speed necessary to
meet key climate and sustainable development objectives. Magnifying the urgency
is the fact that energy-related CO2 emissions rose substantially last year for the
first time in four years. In parallel, global economic growth led to energy demand
increasing twice as much as the average increase over the past five years.
There are encouraging signs: in the power sector, renewable energy accounted
for 70% of net capacity additions, and investment in renewables was twice that of
fossil fuel and nuclear power capacities combined. Nevertheless, urgent action is
still needed in the heating, cooling and transport sectors. The 2018 REN21
Academy will begin an international, multi-stakeholder dialogue on what the
REN21 Community can contribute to advancing the energy transformation,
how we can build on each other’s experiences and co-develop
solutions.

Connect to Build the Energy
Future: The REN21 Community
meets at the REN21 Academy REN21
is a multi-stakeholder network that is built
on an international community of over 900
experts from governments, inter-governmental
organisations, industry associations, nongovernmental organisations, and science and academia.
It grows from year-to-year and represents an increasing
diversity of sectors. REN21 provides a platform for this diverse
community to exchange information and ideas, to learn from
each other and to collectively build the renewable energy future. This
community convenes biennially at the REN21 Academy to connect to build
the energy future.
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PROGRAMME
MONDAY, 19 NOV 2018

JOINT HIGH-LEVEL OPENING PLENARY:
REN21 ACADEMY AND REEW
Monday, 10:00 – 12:30
Venue: EUREF Campus, 1-25 Berlin, Hall 26 10825 Berlin, Germany

Future Energy Systems
The REN21 Academy begins with a joint, high-level session with the Renewable Energy & Efficiency Week
(REEW), hosted by the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). The opening
theme “Energy Systems of the Future” brings a multi-stakeholder perspective to the topic.

MODERATOR
››Conny Czymoch
SPEAKERS
››Vince Henderson, Ambassador of the Commonwealth of Dominica to the Organisation of American States
››Tania Rödiger-Vorwerk , German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
››Ursula Borak , German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi)
››Arthouros Zervos, Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21)
››Mike Enskat, Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
››Johan Rockström, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
››Minoru Takada, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)
››Wisdom Ahiataku-Tobogo, Ministry of Energy – Ghana
››Sena Alouka, Jeune Volontaires pour l’Environnement – Togo (JVE)
››Marit Brommer, International Geothermal Association (IGA)
››Rabia Ferroukhi, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

This High-Level Opening is organised jointly
by the REN21 Academy and REEW

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
MONDAY, 19 NOV 2018

PLENARY
Monday, 14:30 – 15:30
Room: Water

The REN21 Academy Spirit and Approach
Participants will be introduced to how the REN12 Academy will be run and the roles that they will play over the
three days.

Heat, Transport, Energy Systems 2.0:
Entry points for integrated energy transition
As reported in REN21’s Renewables 2018 Global Status Report, deployment of renewable energy in the power
sector continues to outperform expectations. Nevertheless, the sector accounted for only 20% of global total
final energy consumption in 2015. The heating, cooling and transport sectors collectively consume 80% of global
final energy and have far lower shares of renewables. In parallel, distributed renewable energy systems offer new
opportunities to build a decentralised, integrated energy system, which is of particular interest to developing
countries. The following thematic block will look at these challenges and discuss opportunities for increasing
uptake of renewables in the often, overlooked end-use sectors.

MODERATOR
››Mareike Britten
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Rana Adib, REN21
››Adam Brown, Special Advisor REN21 Renewables Global Status Report
››Benoît Lebot , International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation (IPEEC)
››Ute Collier, Practical Action
››Holger Dalkmann, Partnership on Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT)
››Aaron Leopold, Africa Minigrid Developers Association (AMDA)
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PARALLEL SESSIONS
Monday, 16:00 – 19:00 (continued Tuesday 10:00 – 12:30)
Room: Air

Pathways to Renewable Heat
The remarkable uptake of renewable energy in the power sector does not yet extend to heating, where only
around 10% of the energy is supplied by modern renewables. This session will begin by addressing the big
questions: why is uptake of renewable energy in the heat sector proceeding so slowly? What is needed to
advance renewable energy uptake? Chiefly highlighted will be examples of progress in renewable heat and what
has been the driving factor behind this success.
Participants will then be engaged in debate on the heat sector’s needs for ensuring successful integration of
heat in the energy system. The debate will look at policy needs at various institutional levels, as well as how the
sector can attract the attention of policy makers. Other issues to be discussed are the barriers and opportunities
for renewable heat, requirements to ensure integration of the heat sector in the broader energy system, and what
can be done by the REN21 Community to advance the issue on a global scale.
This two-part session (Monday 16:00-19:00 and Tuesday 10:00-11:30) will answer the following questions:
• Why is uptake of renewable energy in the heating sector proceeding so slowly?
• Where do we already see progress on renewable heat?
• What is driving this progress and what is hindering it?
• How can improved integration within the heating sector help speed up the transition to renewable heat in buildings
and industry? How can we ensure the successful integration of the sector into the broader energy system?

FACILITATOR
››Mareike Britten
MODERATOR
››Duncan Gibb, REN21
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Ute Collier, Practical Action
››Bärbel Epp, solrico
››Peter George, Clean Cooking Alliance
››Nathalie Hemeleers, Bioenergy Europe
››Alessandro Provaggi, Euroheat & Power (DHC+)
››Lily Riahi, UN Environment (UNEP)
››Martin Sabel, German Federal Association for Heat Pumps
››Steve Sawyer, Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC)

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
MONDAY, 19 NOV 2018

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Monday, 16:00 – 19:00 (continued Tuesday 10:00 – 12:30)
Room: Water

Integrating Renewables Now to Fully
Decarbonise Transport!
The global transport sector saw just 3% of its energy supplied from renewable sources in 2015, the vast majority
of which was provided by biofuels. For a sector that is expected to grow 50% by 2030, innovative thinking is
required to ensure that land, air and sea transport are fuelled by modern renewables. With increasing renewable
electricity production worldwide, electric vehicles have the potential to be a key solution in decarbonising road
and rail transport; yet shipping and aviation must also be addressed. Participants can expect a discussion on all
forms of transportation, including the challenges and opportunities when bringing together transport and energy
thinking, policies, and planning.
What can we learn from the currently limited range of renewably-powered transportation to reach a truly decarbonised
future? From avoiding problems like air pollution to using electric transport to promote local growth of renewables,
we will look at options that can lead us to a future of renewably-powered individual and public transportation.
Participants will debate about the transport sector’s needs for ensuring successful integration of transport into
the broader energy system. The session will also look at the connection between energy and transport security
as a driver for renewable energy uptake in transport, as well as policy needs at various institutional levels and how
the sector can overcome barriers to attract the attention of policy makers. Participants will consider the barriers
and opportunities for renewable transport, requirements to ensure integration of the transport sector in the larger
energy system, and what can be done by the REN21 Community to advance the issue on a global scale.
This two-part session (Monday 16:00-19:00 and Tuesday 10:00-11:30) will answer the following questions:
• What are the ongoing challenges for increasing the share of renewable energy in transport? What are
options for overcoming these challenges? How can we increase the role of renewables in the transport
decarbonisation strategies?
• What options exist for the aviation and shipping sectors?
• Beyond electric vehicles, how can the electricity sector contribute to transport? What is the potential of
widespread use of Power-to-Gas and Power-to-Fuels?
• What technological, policy and practical examples can help us find the best and quickest path towards
renewable-based transport? What are the implications of this for other sectors? How can we ensure the
successful integration of the transport sector into the overall energy system?

FACILITATOR
››Jo Dufay
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Gavin Allwright, International Windship Association
››Beatrice Ch’ng, EcoMobility Alliance, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
››Holger Dalkmann, Partnership on Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT)
››Christian Hochfeld, Agora Verkehrswende
››Alexander Jung, Agora Verkehrswende
››Chaitanya Kanuri, World Resources Institute (WRI)
››Hannah E. Murdock , REN21

10

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Monday, 16:00 – 19:00 (continued Tuesday 10:00 – 12:30)
Room: Earth

Distributed Renewables:
Building the energy system of the future
This session will envision the future energy system and differentiate between new systems in developed and
developing countries. What does ‘leapfrogging’ mean in the context of developing countries and how can the
needs of end-use sectors be integrated into the discussion? Participants will explore the various, emerging
low-carbon systems, what must be implemented to sustain economic development, and what barriers still exist.
What needs to happen to influence the debate at the global, national/subnational level will also be discussed.
This topic will be discussed using a “future workshop” approach where all participants called upon to reflect on
their knowledge and experiences and then use this information to help shape a vision for the energy future.

FACILITATORS
››Klara Lindner
››Kannika Thaimai
EXPERT RESOURCES
This session will not feature speakers, but instead will rely on contributions from all participants.

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
TUESDAY, 20 NOV 2018

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Tuesday, 10:00 – 11:30
Rooms: Air, Water and Fire

System Integration: What will it take? (continued from Monday)
These sessions will build on the results from Monday’s discussions. From the heat, transport, and energy
systems 2.0 perspectives, participants will debate the requirements and challenges of sector coupling and what
is needed to ensure successful integration of these sectors into the overall energy system. The discussion will
focus on identifying what is needed on policy, institutional and industrial levels to make this happen.
FACILITATORS
Facilitation team

PLENARY
Tuesday, 12:00 – 13:00
Room: Fire

From Megacities to Villages:
Integrated approaches to meeting energy needs
Shaping the transformation of the energy sector and building on an integrated, renewables-based energy system
is a serious undertaking. Such a system needs to provide energy services in many ways, meeting demands in
megacities and in villages as well as in all end-use sectors. The objective of this plenary session is to inspire and
influence policy-making across all levels of governance (global, regional, national, sub-national and cities), focusing
specifically on challenges and opportunities of integrated approaches and sector-coupling. The session will also
provide insight into how policies can be translated and made complementary across various levels of jurisdiction.
Building on the outcomes of the previous sessions, panellists will debate about how the specific needs of each
sector can be addressed at the policy, institutional, and industrial levels to ensure a robust, systemic integration.

MODERATOR
››Rana Adib, REN21
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Sarah Alexander, SELCO India
››Hary Andriantavy, African Association for Rural Electrification (Club-ER)
››Ron Benioff, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
››Ruud Kempener, European Commission
››Irene Skoula, C40 Cities – Climate Leadership Group
››Maryke van Staden, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
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PLENARY
Tuesday, 14:30 – 15:00
Room: Fire

Food for Thought: Reaching scale with innovation,
effective communication, and collaboration
Three experts will give short, thought-provoking presentations to set the scene for the next thematic block,
which will focus on seldom discussed yet critical aspects of the energy transition: financing, communication
and community.
MODERATOR
››Alexandra Dawe
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Kanika Chawla, Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)
››Laura Hunter, Futerra
››Pauline Magnat , MakeSense

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
TUESDAY, 20 NOV 2018

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Tuesday, 15:30 – 18:00
Room: Air

Financing the Acceleration of Renewable
Energy Uptake in Underserved Markets
Investment levels need to increase exponentially to accelerate renewable energy uptake – as high as USD 120 trillion
from now until 2050, according to some statistics. To achieve these numbers, markets that are currently
underserved such as off and on grid markets in emerging economies and “over-the-horizon” technologies need to
attract critical finance. This session will explore what policies, regulation, financial instruments, new partnerships,
and publicly available data is needed to steer financial flows to these underserved markets.
The session will identify the role of finance, both its availability and affordability, in advancing the energy
transition. This will include financing mature technologies, but also new sectors and underserved markets.
FACILITATOR
››Mareike Britten
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Kanika Chawla, Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)
››Kirsty Hamilton, Chatham House
››Harald Hirschhofer, TCXfund
››Hugo Lucas, Spanish Renewable and Energy Efficiency Agency (IDAE)
››Kee-Yung Nam, Asian Development Bank
››Michael Waldron, International Energy Agency (IEA)
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PARALLEL SESSIONS
Tuesday, 15:30 – 18:00
Room: Water

Moving Outside the (Renewable) Energy Bubble:
Improving our messaging
Communication is key to framing effective arguments on why renewable energy is needed for a sustainable and
clean energy transition and for convincing non-energy stakeholders, policy-makers and others. This session will
examine how everyone, whether s/he is a professional communicator or not, has a role to play when it comes to
framing arguments, communicating progress, and sharing updates. The following key questions will be asked:
• What audiences should be targeted and how?
• How do we create positive stories to convince decision-makers to support the transformation of an energy system?
• How can we bring evidence and knowledge about renewable energy to decision-makers outside of the energy
sphere?
During the first part of the session, speakers will share inspirational case studies of their own work to
demonstrate some of the latest communication ideas around the energy debate, sharing lessons learned,
challenges and unexpected outcomes that will serve to demonstrate the process behind successful
communications. Participants will then work in groups where each participant will have the opportunity to
practice telling his/her own renewable energy story.
FACILITATOR
››Alexandra Dawe
EXPERT RESOURCES
››William Brent, Power for All
››Thomas Burbidge, Lab Compagnie
››Simon Clark , SimonOxPhys
››Greg McNevin, Europe Beyond Coal Campaign
››Bernd Riedel, Ellery Studio GBR
››Ria Voorhaar, Global Strategic Communications Council (GSCC)

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
TUESDAY, 20 NOV 2018

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Tuesday, 15:30 – 18:00
Room: Fire

Action Plan for the REN21 Community
The REN21 Community is a central part of our projects and activities. This Community is composed of REN21
members, key partners, and experts, and spans international organisations, governments, industry, research
and civil society organisations. We strongly believe in the importance of exchanging information and ideas, to
learn from each other and to collectively build the renewable energy future. The REN21 Secretariat would like to
co-develop the first-ever REN21 Community strategy with you, our Community, to inform our activities over the
next three years.
During this session we will identify entry points on how we, as a community of change agents, can advance the
energy transition. A “future workshop” approach will be used for this session. Participants will be called upon to
reflect on their insights, knowledge, experiences, as well as their expectations as a REN21 Community member,
to help shape a vision for the future of the Community.

FACILITATORS
››Klara Lindner
››Kannika Thaimai
EXPERT RESOURCES
All participants
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PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY, 21 NOV 2018

PLENARY
Wednesday, 9:30 – 10:30
Room: Fire

Divergent Perspectives of an Energy Future:
Confronting them to strengthen renewable energy uptake
We often hear that renewable energy alone is not enough for decarbonisation, or that developing countries
need to build fossil fuel power plants to achieve development goals. In light of the recent IPCC Special Report
on 1.5 degrees, a renewable and energy efficient future is the only option. These realities and perceptions
influence the uptake of renewable energy. Still, the international renewable energy community, rarely confronts
these perspectives. Do we need to listen to our critics to position renewable energy more effectively in the
energy debate and advance the energy transition?
The session will begin in plenary to address two big questions: What is the reality of the road we are on to
decarbonise our economies and staying under 1.5C? And what do we need to do to ensure an energy transition
with renewables?
Participants will continue the discussion in groups in the World Café: Realities of the road ahead, building
on the morning‘s panel discussion. Work will focus on understanding the realities of decarbonising the energy
sector by answering the following quesitons:
• What can the REN21 Community do to increase renewable energy uptake?
• Which stakeholders need to be engaged?
• What evidence do we need to create?

World Café: Realities of the road ahead
Reflections from Panel
MODERATOR
››Alexandra Dawe
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Wisdom Ahiataku-Tobogo, Ministry of Energy, Ghana
››Andrezj Ancygier, Climate Analytics
››Tibor Fischer, Deutsche Energie-Agentur (DENA)
››Irene Giner-Reichl, Global Forum on Sustainable Energy (GFSE),
Global Women’s Network for the Energy Transition (GWNET)
››Timm Kehler, Zukunft Erdgas E.V
››Craig Morris, Renewables Grid Initiative

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY, 21 NOV 2018

PLENARY
Wednesday, 12:15 – 13:15
Room: Fire

Closing Summary and the Future
Speakers will present the overarching themes that emerged from the various REN21 Academy sessions.
Specific inputs, discussion points and outcomes will be used to inform REN21’s upcoming three-year strategy.
Preliminary joint activities, to be developed with the REN21 Community, will also be presented.
EXPERT RESOURCES
››Rana Adib, REN21
››Mareike Britten
››Alexandra Dawe
››Jo Dufay
››Klara Lindner, Magic Investigations
››Kannika Thaimai, Magic Investigations
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AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS (held in parallel)
Wednesday, 14:30 – 16:30
Room: Air

Europe 2030 (powered by the European Commission)
The European Union has provisionally agreed on a new regulatory framework for renewable energy for
2020–2030. This framework differs substantially from current legislation and will determine the upcoming
renewable energy policies in the 28 Member States of the European Union.
This session will present the new framework, share the reasons for this change, discuss how the new framework
will impact the current situation and future deployment of renewables in Europe, and its possible relevance for
other countries around the world.
Questions for discussion are:
• How do European developments in renewables reflect the situation in your country?
• How does the new European regulatory framework differ from the existing renewable energy policies
in your country?
• Which elements of the new European regulatory framework could be relevant/are not relevant
for your country?
SPEAKERS
››Ana Egea Herrero, Directorate-General for Energy, European Commission
››Ruud Kempener, Directorate-General for Energy, European Commission

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY, 21 NOV 2018

PARALLEL WORKSHOPS
Wednesday, 14:30 – 16:30
Room: Water

Regional Energy Centers (powered by UNIDO & UNECE)
There is a strong need for expedited and concerted action to attain the 2030 development agenda and climate
goals. The purpose of this session is to understand the common challenges and barriers across the various
regions and identify solutions or lessons learned that can be shared to further advance the sustainable energy
market. The following questions will be asked:
• Why promote regional cooperation and for what purpose?
• What are challenges and barriers preventing accelerated deployment of sustainable energy solutions?
• What are the immediate and long-term opportunities that can be leveraged at the regional level?
• How can regional cooperation and markets contribute to making the energy and climate transformation
more inclusive in terms of jobs and local added value in developing countries?
• What has worked? What has not worked?

SPEAKERS
››Rana Ghoneim, United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
››Oliver Frank , German Energy Agency (DENA) & UNECE Group of Experts on Renewable Energy (GERE)
››Members of Global Network for Regional Sustainable Energy Centers (GNSEC)

The Global Network of Regional Sustainable energy centers (GNSEC) was created by UNIDO in cooperation with a number of regional
organisations and financial support of the Austrian and Spanish Governments. The centers work to harness regional cooperation and contribute
to the uptake of integrated and inclusive regional sustainable energy technology markets. The network already has six established centers
in ECOWAS, EAC, SADC, Pacific, Caribbean & MENA and is in the process of setting up new centers in the Himalaya and Central America.
The centers serve as a platform to develop regional targets and decarbonization strategies, facilitate implementation of energy efficiency and
renewable energy targets and create national capacities at institutional and market level. Political will and clear economic incentives have been
a driver behind the success of regional cooperation and are critical to facilitate the adoption of regional policies on sustainable energy.
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PARALLEL WORKSHOPS
Wednesday, 14:30 – 16:30
Room: Fire

Renewable Energy in Cities (powered by REN21)
Cities use 80% of the global energy supply and account for 70% of global greenhouse gas emissions.
Seventy percent of the C40 megacities are already dealing with the effects of climate change, and nearly
all are at risk. Cities also play a key role in advancing the energy transition towards renewable energy in
heating, cooling, and road transport. Mainly driven by climate, pollution, and health concerns, but also
socio-economic opportunities, many cities are demonstrating increasing political ambition.
Despite their key role, little consolidated data and information exists on renewable energy in cities. This makes
it challenging to assess the role cities play in advancing renewable energy, determine baselines, monitor
advancement, and better integrate local, sub-national, and national policy and regulatory frameworks. To
support commitments at the city-level there is a need to capture the full range of renewable energy activities
across cities. It is also a starting point to introduce cities, in a more holistic way, to the energy debate.
This session will present the report outline for the upcoming REN21 Renewables in Cities Global Status Report
and will frame the report’s scope and content. In a collaborative setting, participants will be invited to provide
input to the report to identify guidelines and entry points for data collection and advance the report’s further
development. Possibilities for interested cities, networks and individuals to participate in this collaborative
process will also be discussed.
SPEAKERS
››Toby Couture, E3 Analytics
››Irene Garcia, German Marshall Fund of the United States
››Anna Leidreiter, Renewable Energy Consultant
››Lea Ranalder, REN21
››Opening statements by various city network representatives (C40, Energy Cities, ICLEI – tbc)

REN21 ACADEMY 2018
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Rana Adib
Rana Adib is the Executive Secretary
of REN21, the Renewable Energy
Policy Network for the 21st Century.
REN21 is a global public-private multistakeholder network on renewable energy
headquartered at the United Nations Environment
Programme in Paris/France. Previously, Rana was
REN21’s Research Coordinator developing the
international expert community and leading the
REN21 Renewables Global Status Report series to
become an international reference. Prior to REN21,
Rana worked in private industry and applied research
in the areas of renewable energy, energy access,
and waste management. She was also responsible
for coordinating the biogas-to-energy research
programme of Veolia Environment. Rana holds a
Master’s Degree in industrial engineering from the
University of Wedel in Germany. She has over 20
years’ experience in the energy sector.

Wisdom Ahiataku-Tobogo
Mr Wisdom Ahiataku-Togobo has a BSc degree in
Physic and Mathematics from the University of
Ghana, Legon and an MSc degree in Renewable
Energy from the University of Oldenburg,
Germany; He also has a post graduate
Diploma in Economics from Queens
University, Kingston Canada. Wisdom
has over 20 years experience in renewable
energy for developing countries and solar PV
electrification in particular. He is currently the
Director of Renewable Energy at the Ministry of Energy,
Ghana and was very instrumental in the development
and passage of Ghana’s Renewable Energy Act (Act
832). Mr. Togobo is a visiting lecturer and has a number
of publications, articles and reports on renewable
energy and sustainable development to his credit.

Sarah Alexander
Sarah is a Senior Advisor with SELCO,
an organization that seeks to alleviate
poverty and create assets for the poor via
last mile energy access solutions. Sarah leads
the organization’s inclusive investment advocacy
program and global replication of an ecosystems
approach to energy access for the poor. With close to 9
years of experience in the energy access sector, Sarah
has worked on multiple programs at the confluence of
energy access, sustainable development and poverty.
Sarah holds an MSc in Conservation Biology.

Gavin Allwright
Gavin Allwright is the Secretary
General of the International Windship
Association (IWSA), a not-for-profit
grouping of over 100 maritime wind propulsion
companies and projects supported by academia,
NGO’s and seafarers working to promote and
facilitate the uptake of wind propulsion solutions in
commercial shipping. Gavin often presents at global
fora on renewable energy in shipping, innovation and
sustainability, and headed up the team that organised
last year’s landmark Ambition 1.5C: Global Shipping’s
Action Plan summit at the climate talks (COP23)
last year. He holds a Master’s degree in Sustainable
Development, specialising in small scale sustainable
shipping and logistics in developing countries. He is a
board member of the World Wind Energy Association
(WWEA) guest lecturer at the UN World Maritime
University and sits on the stakeholder advisory
committee for the Maritime Technology Cooperation
Centres at the International Maritime Organisation
(IMO). Gavin and was also an expert reviewer of the
recently released IPCC Special Report on 1.5C Global
Warming.

Sena Alouka
Sena
Alouka
is
the
Executive
Director of Jeunes Volontaires pour
l’Environnement (JVE, young volunteers
for the Environment), a Togolese NGO
established in 2001. Today, JVE has more than
1000 members today, and focuses on solar cooking
and solar water pasteurisation initiatives.
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Andrezj Ancygier
Andrzej Ancygier is an energy policy
expert at Climate Analytics in Berlin. He
specializes in the European climate policy
with focus on renewable energy and energy
efficiency. Ancygier obtained his doctorate in
political science from Freie Universität in Berlin.
Between 2013 and 2015 Ancygier worked as a
research fellow at the Hertie School of Governance
in Berlin. Since 2011 Ancygier has also been teaching
a number of courses at the New York University and
at the Freie Universität Berlin dealing with renewable
energy, environment, and climate policy.

Hary Andriantavy
He was the Executive Secretary for the
Rural Electrification Agency (ADER) in
Madagascar. His activities concerning the
institutional, financial and training aspect was
highly appreciated. ADER manages the National
Electricity Fund (FNE). Mr. Andriantavy masteries the
funds mechanisms of in rural electrification sector. Then,
he founded CEDRE, a consultant firm, always active in
energy. CEDRE has implemented, with the financing
of the World Bank and on behalf of the Integrated
Growth Poles project (PIC), the process for setting
up an autonomous management of JIRAMA - very
centralized Malagasy utility, through an autonomous
management. Hary subsequently sets up an energy
access and service improvement program with OPEC
Fund. Since November 2015, Mr. Andriantavy is the
Executive Secretary of the African Association for Rural
Electrification / CLUB-ER. Based in Abidjan – Côte
d’Ivoire, it is a technical network bringing together the
Agencies and the African National Structures in charge
of Rural Electrification. With more than 42 members in
32 countries, CLUB-ER aims to accelerate access to
electricity through capacity building, asset knowledge
management and resource mobilization.

Ron Benioff
Ron is Manager of International at the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
In this capacity, he leads NREL’s science
and technology and analysis cooperation with
governments, research institutes, international

agencies, foundations, and other institutions around
the world on advanced power, buildings, transport,
and industrial energy technologies and solutions.
He also serves as Executive Director of the LEDS
Global Partnership where he guides activities of the
partnership across the regional platforms, topical
working groups, and more than 300-member
institutions. In addition, he manages NREL’s work in
support of various Clean Energy Ministerial initiatives,
including the Clean Energy Solutions Center
providing clean energy policy resources, expert
advice, and training to countries around the world.
Along with leading NREL’s International Programs,
Ron has served as manager of the lab’s analysis and
state and local programs. Prior to joining NREL in
1997, he worked at the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency for 11 years on climate change and waste
management issues.

Ursula Borak
Ursula Borak has been working at
the Federal Ministry of Economics
(BMWi) since 1987, holding different
posts including competition policy, energy
policy strategies, EU energy matters, G8 energy
issues as advisor and head of division. She has
held various posts abroad (Geneva, Paris, Brussels).
In 2008, she was appointed appointment as Deputy
Director-General in the energy department in the
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy. Her
current responsibilities include international energy
policy; fossil fuels; nuclear energy.

William Brent
William Brent has been a leader in climate
solutions and renewable energy branding,
marketing and communications for more
than a decade, formerly heading the
cleantech practice at the flagship public
relations agency under Interpublic Group
(NYSE: IPG). As an entrepreneur, he also
co-founded several start-ups, and began his
career as a foreign correspondent in China.
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Marit Brommer
Marit Brommer is the Executive Director
of
the
International
Geothermal
Association (IGA). She took seat in April
2017 coming from the Oil and Gas sector
with a decade of experience in technology
deployment and geoscience portfolio management.
Marit is a passionate geologist with a Master’s from
the Free University in Amsterdam and a PhD from TU
Delft. She is dedicated to transition the Association
into a professional body renowned for its geothermal
expertise, networking opportunities and global
presence. In addition, she is keen to strengthen the
activities with Renewables Energy partners with
a commitment to make Geothermal Energy play a
substantial role in the Energy Transition.

Adam Brown
Adam Brown has expert knowledge of
renewable energy technology and policy
gained through over 38 years of
international experience working with
governments, international organisations,
and industry.
While a member of the
Renewable Energy Division at the International
Energy Agency (IEA) in Paris, he authored reports
on renewable energy policy and policy best practice
as well as renewable heat. He has particular expertise
in bioenergy and was lead author for IEA’s updated
Sustainable Bioenergy Roadmap in 2017. Adam
currently serves as Special Advisor to the REN21
Renewables Global Status Report (GSR) and has
authored the technology section on Bioenergy
Markets & Industries in GSRs 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Thomas Burbidge
Thomas is the co-founder of a collective of
creative young freelancers that helps other
like-minded people take the leap into
independence and solopreneurship as
part of the LAB COMPAGNIE ecosystem
of communication professionals. He is
the main storytelling mentor for both of
the LAB COMPAGNIE educational programs
for professional clients and for apprentice
communicators. He also animates various educational
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programs in Social Media, entrepreneurship,
marketing and digital communication. Thomas
also co-created an online mentorship program for
freelancers looking to develop their activity and learn
all the needed skills to survive and thrive in a rapidly
evolving workforce market.

Beatrice Ch’ng
Beatrice Ch’ng is Sustainable Urban
Mobility/EcoMobility Officer at ICLEI
World Secretariat based in Bonn, Germany.
In this capacity, she has been leading and
implementing various projects, as well as
developing tools to assess and improve the urban
mobility system of cities. She has interdisciplinary work
and research experience in the Asia Pacific, Europe,
and Africa regions focusing on sustainable cities and
mobility in the developing world. She holds an Erasmus
Mundus Master’s in Environmental Science, Policy,
and Management (MESPOM) at Lund University,
Sweden. Prior to ICLEI, Beatrice was a consultant at
Ramboll-ENVIRON, delivering sustainable solutions to
multinational companies and governments.

Kanika Chawla
Kanika is a policy specialist, working at the
intersection of India’s two revolutions:
in renewable energy and in financial
markets. She manages The Council on
Energy, Environment and Water’s work on
renewable energy policy, markets, finance,
and socio-economic benefits. Her current
responsibilities include analysing financial risks
affecting renewable energy investments in India,
decoding market dynamics, managing The Council’s
periodic surveys on renewable energy jobs, and
convening a high-level working group on renewable
energy finance (comprising investors, developers,
and manufacturers). Her research has been used
within government, by electricity regulators, and by
international agencies and strategic philanthropies.
She is actively engaged in the Council’s initiative,
Women in Sustainability. Prior to CEEW, Kanika
worked at the REN21 Secretariat in Paris and was
one of the authors of the Global Status Report on
Renewable Energy. She holds an M.Sc. in Economics
and Development Economics.

Simon Clark
Dr. Simon Clark is a video maker and
science communicator from Bristol, UK.
After studying physics at the University
of Oxford, specialising in atmospheric and
theoretical physics, he completed his PhD
at the University of Exeter, writing his thesis on
stratosphere-troposphere dynamical coupling. Since
graduating this year he has become a full-time science
communicator across multiple platforms including
videos, livestreams, and talks. His eponymous
YouTube channel, where he uploads scientific video
essays and personal video blogs, has accrued over
160,000 subscribers and 12 million total views.

Ute Collier
Dr. Ute Collier is Global Energy Representative for
the development charity Practical Action. Her
work focuses on energy access to transform
poor people’s lives. Before joining
Practical Action in October 2018, she
spent 3 years at the International Energy
Agency in Paris where she led on renewable
heat and on renewable energy policies.
Previously, she worked at the UK Committee on
Climate Change and the Greater London Authority, as
well as several non-governmental organisations and
academic institutions in her earlier career.

Conny is also a media coach for top management –
with customers from DAX30 companies as well as
international NGOs.

Holger Dalkmann
Holger has over 20 years of experience working
in the field of transport, cities, sustainability
and climate change. He is one of the
co-founders of the Partnership on
Sustainable Low Carbon Transport
(SLoCat) and has been on the SLOCAT
board since 2013. Holger has worked as an
independent consultant working on those issues
with a variety of organisations like GIZ, DFID and the
World Bank. He also joined Agora Verkehrswende
as Senior Advisor in September 2017. Previously,
Holger worked for the World Resources Institute
as the Director for its EMBARQ program, which
catalyzes environmentally and financially sustainable
urban transport solutions to improve quality of life in
cities. Holger worked in more than thirty countries
on mobility, environment and climate change. Holger
holds a Masters degree in Geography and taught
at the University of Duisburg and University of Trier.
He has published over 100 articles including the
influential Avoid-Shift-Improve concept.

Ana Egea-Herrero
Conny Czymoch
Conny Czymoch is an independent international
moderator and journalist. A former
anchorwoman for Phoenix tv, Germany,
she has been engaged in conference
moderation for the EU, diverse German
ministries, international organisations and
corporations as well as NGOs for more than
two decades. Topics such as climate change,
resource efficiency, sustainability, the global goals,
labour and supply chain issues as well as digitization
and social responsibility are at the core of her
competence. She moderated a number of high level
meetings in the G20 Resource Efficiency Dialogue,
both for the German and the Argentinian Presidency,
and for the IRP. She has moderated political news and
current affairs programmes at Phoenix for 14 years.

With an educational background on Law and
International Relations, Ana Egea Herrero
works as a legal advisor in the renewables
unit of DG Energy since 2016, contributing
to the drafting and negotiation of EU
legislation on renewable energy and to the
supervision of its implementation in Member
States. Ana previously worked during five years
in the European Parliament, following the energy
dossiers examined in the Industry, Research and
Energy Committee.
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Mike Enskat
Dr. Mike Enskat is Head of Section
for Energy, Water and Mobility in the
Department for Sectoral and Global
Programmes at Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). In his
position, he provides leadership to GIZ’s global
programmes in the field of sustainable infrastructure.
He is advising different ministries of the Federal
German Government in their involvement with
international organisations such as the EU, World
Bank, UN, IRENA and others in the relevant sectors.
Mike Enskat leads a team of about 100 international
professionals in the fields of energy, water and
mobility. He is a frequent speaker on issues related
to sustainable infrastructure at international meetings
and conferences. Mike Enskat holds a Master’s
degree in European and International Politics from
the University of Edinburgh and a doctoral degree
from the University of Heidelberg in Germany.

Bärbel Epp
Bärbel Epp is the founder and managing
director of the agency solrico – solar
market research & international
communication, a network of solar thermal
professionals worldwide. She is responsible
for the international newsletter on the web
portal www.solarthermalworld.org, which has been
dedicated exclusively to the solar heating and cooling
sector. solrico has created an online world map of
Suppliers of Turnkey Solar Process Heat Systems.
Since 2016 Bärbel Epp drafts the Solar Heating and
Cooling Industry and Market chapter of the GSR. She
graduated in physics and looks back at more than 20
years of journalism in the field of solar thermal energy
(www.solrico.com).

Rabia Ferroukhi
Dr. Rabia Ferroukhi joined IRENA in 2011.
She is currently the Acting Director of
the Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre
where she oversees the Agency’s work
on knowledge, policy and finance, including:
efforts to produce up-to-date and authoritative
renewable energy data and information; analysis to
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identify best practice in renewable energy policies
and finance; and advice and support to countries,
tailoring policy and investment analysis to renewables
deployment in the field. She also heads the Policy
Unit, where she is responsible for the work on a range
of renewable energy policy issues including design,
socio-economic benefits and integrated resource
management. Dr. Ferroukhi has worked in both public
and private sectors, including with governments in
the Middle-East and North Africa, energy companies
in the Mediterranean region and the GCC, and
international institutions. She holds a Master’s in
Applied Economics and a Ph.D. in Economics from
the American University in Washington DC.

Tibor Fischer
Tibor Fischer is the Team Leader of
the Renewable Energies and Mobility
division of the Deutsche Energie Agentur
(DENA, the German Energy Agency). DENA
is Germany’s centre of expertise for energy
efficiency, renewable energy sources and intelligent
energy systems. As the “Agency for the Applied Energy
Transition” DENA contributes to the attainment of
energy and climate policy objectives.

Oliver Frank
Mr. Oliver Frank is Head of the Renewable Energy
and Mobility Division at the German Energy
Agency (dena) since March 2014. He is in
charge of setting the division’s agenda
and its role in driving the German energy
transition process forward. In this context,
he is responsible for national and international
projects focusing mainly on policy and market
development. Prior to his work at dena Mr. Frank
worked in different positions for Solon Energy GmbH.
Mr. Frank holds an engineering degree from the
Technical University of Berlin and a Master degree in
Business Administration (MBA) from the University of
Applied Sciences in Berlin

Peter George
Peter George leads private sector
engagement at the Clean Cooking
Alliance as its Director of Investment
and Market Development. As an energy
sector investment professional, he has held
various positions investing in and advising energy
companies, ranging from publicly-traded oil and gas
companies and renewable energy developers in the
United States, to start-ups and SMEs developing offgrid energy solutions in Africa, Asia and Latin America.
His experience spans investment banking, private
equity, and impact investing over the past 12 years.
Peter earned his Bachelors of Business Administration
in finance from Southern Methodist University in
Dallas, Texas. He is based in Amsterdam, serves as an
active investor and board member of several start-ups,
and is a dual-national of the United States and
United Kingdom.

Rana Ghoneim
Rana is the chief of the the energy systems
and infrastructure division at UNIDO.
She is responsible for developing the
organization’s strategy for promoting a carbon
neutral energy infrastructure and strengthening
relationships with key partners in that space. She leads
on behalf of UNIDO, the industrial energy efficiency
accelerator within SEforALL’s global accelerator
platform and has extensive experience in the designing
and implementing programmes promoting sustainable
energy use in industry in the MENA and Africa.

Duncan Gibb
Duncan Gibb is a project manager and analyst
at REN21, where his main focus is on the
production of the annual Renewables
Global Status Report. His background is in
the renewable energy and heat sectors: Prior to
REN21, Duncan worked at the German Aerospace
Center on thermal energy storage, where he
co-authored the international publication Applications
of Thermal Energy Storage in the Energy Transition.
From 2013 to 2015 he was employed at the Fraunhofer
Institute for Solar Energy Systems in Freiburg, Germany.
Duncan holds a Masters in Renewable Energy

Management from the University of Freiburg and a
Bachelor of Engineering from Dalhousie University.

Irene Giner-Reichl
Irene Giner-Reichl has been a member of the Austrian
Diplomatic Service since 1982. Her main area of expertise
is economic and social development, women’s rights’
issues, environment, energy, and development
cooperation. Irene has held numerous
international bureau functions including
heading the UNIDO Office in New York
as rank of an Assistant Director General and
was in charge of Austria’s development policy
and cooperation as Director General in the Ministry
for European and International Affairs. Irene was the
Austrian Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China
and Mongolia between 2012 and 2017 and has been
the Austrian Ambassador to Brazil and Suriname since
July 2017. Irene Giner-Reichl founded the Global Forum
on Sustainable Energy (GFSE) in 1999 and acted as
Convenor for the GFSE’s global and regional meetings.
Since 2013 she is Vice-President of REN 21 and since
May 2017 Founding Member of GWNET, the Global
Women’s Network for the Energy Transition.

Kirsty Hamilton
Kirsty Hamilton is an associate fellow at
Chatham House. Since 2004 she has
led an initiative working with senior energy
financiers operating at the nexus of policy and
finance, to bring forward the evidence base on
‘investment grade’ policy conditions for investment.
Between 2010 and 2015 she was policy head of the
Low Carbon Finance Group, an initiative founded
by leading financiers to directly engage with senior
policymakers from a factual standpoint, examining
both specific energy policy developments and longerterm conditions impacting renewable energy and
new low carbon sectors. Kirsty has over 25 years’
experience in international climate and energy policy
as an observer at the UN climate change negotiations.
She is on the Steering Committee of REN21. She is
an expert reviewer and contributing author to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and
was a Specialist Advisor for the UK’s Parliamentary
Energy and Climate Change Committee’s Inquiry into
Investor Confidence 2015/2016.
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Nathalie Hemeleers

Laura Hunter

Nathalie Hemeleers has been working
for almost 5 years at Bioenergy Europe
on policy issues and has coordinated
and participated in many European projects.
Nathalie is responsible for managing the policy
department and oversees all heating and coolingrelated dossiers. Before joining Bioenergy Europe, she
worked at the European Commission DG Energy on
international energy issues and several years in China
in business development for European companies.
Nathalie Hemeleers studied International Business
and European Studies.

Working at the intersection of creativity
and
sustainability,
Laura
helps
businesses define and create a more
positive future. In her role as Creative
Director, Laura develops brands and campaigns
for Futerra’s biggest clients. Whether it’s in food or
fashion industry, she specialises in finding the simple,
compelling story that will get cut-through and take
sustainability from niche to normal. Laura has created
communications for businesses and organisations
including Tommy Hilfiger, Danone, C&A Foundation
and UBS.

Harald Hirschhofer

Vince Henderson

Harald is Senior Advisor at TCX. A trained macroeconomist, he joined TCX at its beginning in
2008 to implement a macro-fundamental
based pricing approach for currency
hedging in frontier markets. Today,
he works with the CEO on scaling up the
development impact of TCX and new strategic
initiatives. Over the past years, a large part of
his efforts has been dedicated to developing longterm local currency financing solutions for renewable
energy and infrastructure. From 1994 to 2008, Harald
worked at the IMF and before that, at the US House of
Representatives and a London investment bank.

Dr. Vince Henderson has been the Ambassador
of Dominica to the United States of America
and the Permanent Representative to the
Organisation of American States since
2016. Prior to Vince’s appointment
as Ambassador to the U.S. and the OAS
he served as Ambassador/Permanent
Representative to the United Nations in New
York for a period of five years. He served as Minister
for Agriculture and the Environment from 2001 to
2004, Minister for Education, Human Resource
Development, Sports and Youth Affairs from 2005
to 2008 and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Immigration
and Labour from 2008 to 2010. Vince holds a BS in
Computer Science, MS in Law and obtained a PhD in
Law and Policy; Renewable Energy Policies in 2014.

Christian Hochfeld
Christian Hochfeld is Director of Agora
Verkehrswende since February 2016.
Prior to this, he was the head of the
program for sustainable transportation in
China at the German Society for International
Cooperation (GIZ). From 1996 to 2004, he was a
research associate at the Oeko-Institut, a German
environmental organization, and served as a
member of the institute’s executive management
from 2004 to 2010. Hochfeld holds a Diplom degree
in environmental engineering from the Technical
University of Berlin. He has been a member of the
advisory board of the Chinese Electric Vehicle Forum
(China EV100) since 2015.
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Alexander Jung
Alexander is a Senior Associate for
New Mobility at Agora Verkehrswende.
Alexander’s previous experience includes
working at GIZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer
Internationale Zusammenarbeit) as a Project
Manager and Consultant for the Sino-German
Cooperation Project on Electro-Mobility and Climate
Protection in Beijing. In his early career, Alexander
worked as a Research Assistant at the Institute for
Mobility and Transport (IMOVE). Alexander holds a
MSC in Urban Design from Florida Atlantic University
and an Engineering Diploma from the Technische
Universitaet Kaiserslautern.

Chaitanya Kanuri
Chaitanya is an urban transport specialist
working with government stakeholders
and new mobility enterprises to promote
greater innovation in the urban transport
ecosystem. With a background in urban policy
and governance, she closely monitors the impact of
new mobility transport models on the development
of sustainable mobility networks in the cities of
India. Chaitanya brings learnings from on-ground
implementation to better inform decision making on
policies and regulation for urban transport.

Timm Kehler
Since 2013 Dr. Timm Kehler has been serving as
Chairman of the German natural gas advocacy
“Zukunft ERDGAS e. V.”. Together with
its 130-member companies, various
affiliated industry associations and
heating suppliers, Zukunft ERDGAS
seeks to utilize the potential of the affordable,
environmentally friendly and innovative energy
source natural gas to further drive the energy
transition. To promote the benefits of natural gas
mobility on a European level Timm was appointed
Senior Vice President at NGVA Europe in May 2018.
From 2009 to 2015 Timm also was the CEO of erdgas
mobil GmbH, a service provider offering infrastructure,
sales and marketing services, which is now operated
by Zukunft ERDGAS e. V.. Previously, Timm worked
for BMW Group in different managerial capacities
for 12 years – among them Vice President Marketing
Pre-Development and Innovation responsible for
the marketing innovation think-tank, telematics
and online services as well as the hydrogen vehicle
initiative “BMW CleanEnergy.

Ruud Kempener
Ruud Kempener is a policy officer in
the renewables unit of DG Energy
since 2016, where he works on Europe’s
international cooperation activities, the
industrial competitiveness of renewables, and
long-term strategies. Before that, Ruud set up the
power sector transformation unit at the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and he was
responsible for the initial development of IRENA’s
global renewable energy roadmap. Before joining
IRENA in 2011, Ruud spend two years as a Research
Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government
and two years as a postdoctoral fellow at the Science
Policy Research Unit (SPRU) at the University of
Sussex, UK. Ruud received his PhD in Chemical
Engineering at the University of Sydney, Australia
and an MSc in Technology & Society from Eindhoven
University of Technology, the Netherlands.

Benoît Lebot
As the Executive Director of IPEEC, Mr. Lebot has
had an extensive career in the fields of Energy
Efficiency, Climate Change Mitigation,
and Clean Energy Policies. In the early
stages of his career, Mr. Lebot worked
at the Energy Efficiency Division of the
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, in
California and the French National Energy and
Environmental Agency (ADEME). From 1997 to 2003,
Mr. Lebot worked at the International Energy Agency
(IEA) as an advisor within the Energy Efficiency Policy
Analysis Division and from 2004, he worked as a
Climate Change & Sustainable Energy Policy Advisor
for the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), where he provided technical leadership on
activities designed to address Climate Change and
Sustainable Energy policies in developing countries
and emerging economies. He also developed and
managed the UNDP’s portfolio on Climate Change
Mitigation projects in sub-Saharan Africa with a
specific focus on energy efficient public policies that
included legal, fiscal and technical measures.
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Aaron Leopold
Aaron is the CEO of the Africa Minigrid
Developers
Association
(AMDA),
representing the decentralized utility sector
serving rural and remote populations in Africa.
AMDA is building the largest dataset on minigrid
cost, performance and trends in the world, which
will be used to create benchmarks, evidence, and
guidance for investors and policymakers on how they
can fruitfully invest, regulate and plan for an integrated
energy future in Africa. Aaron also serves on the Board
of Directors of the Alliance for Rural Electrification
(ARE), a global industry association representing the
entire rural energy value chain. During his 5-year tenure
as Practical Action’s Global Energy Representative, he
also served as a member of the Green Climate Fund’s
(GCF) Private Sector Advisory Group. During this time,
he also co-founded and was the deputy-director of
the Power for All partnership and campaign. He has a
Master’s degree in Global Political Economy from the
University of Kassel, Germany.

Hugo Lucas
Hugo Lucas Porta is an energy expert adjunct
to the Director General Office at the Spanish
Renewable and Energy Efficiency Agency
(IDAE) being responsible for regulation
for the sustainable energy transition.
Previously, Hugo was head of energy at
the international consulting firm Factor where
he advised countries and private sector on the
design and implementation of sustainable energy
transition strategies. Hugo was deeply involved in the
establishment of the International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA). There, he directed and coordinated
IRENA’s Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre. In
this regard, he delivered advice to Member States and
identified financing mechanisms for the implementation
of their Renewable Energy programmes, as well as
analysed and categorised financial mechanisms
and their effectiveness regarding the deployment
of renewable energy. He is a Master in Agronomy
Engineering from the Polytechnic University of Madrid
(UPM). He is also an Adjunct Professor at the Faculty
for Environmental Studies of the York University
in Canada.
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Pauline Magnat
Pauline graduated from ESCP Europe
(French business School) and has been
a member of MakeSense for 5 years now.
MakeSense is a global community mixing
entrepreneurs, citizens and organizations acting
together to solve social and environmental issues.
makesense has been well known for choosing a
community centered approach and collective intelligence
as a way to engage more and more individuals and
groups in the transition. Pauline and her team have
been adapting this model to help public and private
organizations create challenge solving communities
internally or externally. The aim is to unleash the power
of their employees, partners or civil society in order to
address their biggest challenges collectively.

Greg McNevin
Formerly
strategic
communications
director for the Global Call for Climate
action and a long-time media relations
specialist with Greenpeace International, Greg
has worked on human rights and environmental
issues around the world, covering issues such as
oceans, whaling, deforestation, climate change, coal
mining and nuclear power. He has a keen interest in
the intersection of activism, technology, and visual
arts, channeling this into campaigns such as Unmask
My City for air pollution and health, and Lightmapping
Radiation from Fukushima and Chernobyl. He now
focuses on efforts to make Europe coal-free by 2030
with Europe Beyond Coal. @gregmcnevin

Craig Morris
Craig
joined
the
Renewables
Grid Initiative in 2018. His main
responsibilities lie with scenario and
energy system work. He was previously
Senior Fellow at the IASS in Potsdam, Germany,
where he produced an online course on the energy
transition and published a discussion paper on the
flexibility of nuclear reactors in combination with wind
and solar. He is the co-author of Energy Democracy,
a history of Germany’s Energiewende (energy
transition) as a grassroots movement (Palgrave
2016). He has served as technical editor of the first

two editions of IRENA’s REmap 2030 and of the
2015 edition of Greenpeace’s Energy (R)evolution. In
2008, he cofounded Berlin’s PV Magazine; in 2010,
Renewables International. From 2012-2018, he was
the lead author of EnergyTransition.de. Since 2002, he
has also authored articles and books in German and
served as editor for numerous German periodicals in
the energy sector. In 2014, he won the International
Association of Energy Economists’ prize for energy
journalism.

Hannah E. Murdock
Hannah E. Murdock is Project Manager
and Analyst at REN21, where she
coordinates REN21’s flagship report,
the Renewables Global Status Report. The
next edition, GSR 2019, will mark six years of
her working on the report. She also has led data
collection efforts for the United Nations Environment
1Gigaton Coalition and co-authored the chapter on
the status of renewable energy and energy efficiency
policy in the Coalition’s annual publication. She has
authored, co-authored, and contributed to several
other publications, most recently authoring the
introductory chapter in Renewable Energy Policies in
a Time of Transition, jointly produced by IEA, IRENA,
and REN21. She also serves as Teaching Assistant
in the International Energy programme at the
SciencesPo Paris School of International Affairs. She
holds Master’s degrees in International Energy from
the SciencesPo Paris School of International Affairs,
and in Public Administration from the University of
North Texas.

Alessandro Provaggi
Alessandro Provaggi is leading the
DHC+ Technology Platform since
joining Euroheat & Power in March
2015. Preceding this, Alessandro worked
for EUREC as the Coordinator of the European
Technology Platform on Renewable Heating
and Cooling. He formerly served for the European
Commission focusing on energy, infrastructure
and environmental projects. He is a former Visiting
Scholar at Stanford University and he studied at
Bologna University, Madrid Complutense, Solvay
Brussels School and Boston University. He speaks

English, French, Spanish, Italian and some Dutch.
Set up under the umbrella of Euroheat & Power, the
DHC+ Technology Platform is the European hub
for research & innovation in District Heating and
Cooling (DHC). With more than 50 members, DHC+
responsibilities include shaping and communicating
on innovation and knowledge in the District Energy
sector, facilitating networking and matchmaking for
the DHC+ Members and promoting education and
training opportunities.

Lily Riahi
Lily currently heads the UN Environment
District Energy in Cities Initiative which
supports local and national governments
increase the uptake of efficient and renewable
heating and cooling through modern district
energy systems. She is the report author of several
energy publications, including ‘District Energy in
Cities: Unlocking the Potential of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy,” a UN Environment flagship
publication. She has a consolidated career in
sustainable energy, resource mobilization, and private
sector engagement. Over the last fifteen years, Lily
has managed and implemented energy programmes
and projects for the Global Environment Facility, UN
Environment, REN21, the Environmental Defence
Fund, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
and the German parliament.

Bernd Riedel
Bernd Riedel is co-founder and Director of Ellery
Studio, a Berlin-based strategic design firm.
His work centers on the intersection of
information design, systems thinking, and
social innovation, which has as its core the
development of experimental yet practical
approaches to enhancing participation in
human-centered co-creative processes. Specifically,
he explores how design as a method, language and
agency can act as an intermediary among different
stakeholders and environments to create, navigate
and govern processes of system transformation. Bernd
holds a MFA in Transdisciplinary Design from the
Parsons School for Design in New York. He is a Fulbright
Alumnus, a Parsons Dean’s Scholar and has received
several national and international design awards.
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Johan Rockström
Johan Rockström is the Director
Designate of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research and a Professor
of Environmental Science at Stockholm
Resilience Centre. Johan Rockström is an
internationally recognized scientist for his work
on global sustainability issues. He helped lead the
internationally renowned team of scientists that
presented the planetary boundaries framework, first
published in 2009, with an update in 2015. The nine
planetary boundaries presented in the framework
are argued to be fundamental in maintaining a “safe
operating space for humanity.” This framework
has been embraced as an approach to sustainable
development, and has been used to help guide
governments, international organizations, NGOs, and
companies considering sustainable development.
Aside from his research helping to guide policy,
Rockström acts as an advisor to several governments
and business networks.

Tania Rödiger-Vorwerk
Dr. Tania Rödiger-Vorwerk has served in
multiple positions for the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development. Currently she is Dep. Director
General at Directorate 41 – Environment, Energy
and Infrastructure, after having worked in the field
of sustainable mobility for years. She has led bilateral
development policy and cooperation with South Asia,
crisis prevention and peace building, human resource
development and has served as Director Strategy and
Planning. The experienced lawyer supported former
Federal President of Germany, Prof. Dr. Horst Köhler,
in his function as member of the United Nations High
Level Panel on the Post-2015 Development Agenda
for UN SG Ban Ki-moon as “Sherpa” - heading the
cross institutional shaped Sherpa-Staff. She was
co-chair of the UN Habitat III Secretariat and is
currently Vice President of REN 21.

Steve Sawyer
Maryke Van Staden
Maryke van Staden directs the global low carbon
strategy at ICLEI and is the Director of the
Bonn Center for Local Climate Action and
Reporting (carbonn Center), based in
Bonn, Germany. She oversees global
programs and projects, working closely
with national and subnational governments
on integrated climate action. Linked to this,
Maryke also supports ICLEI’s global climate and
energy advocacy work. Maryke is a member of the
Executive Committee of the Global 100% RE Platform.
Specializing in local climate action, sustainable
energy and energy security, she has over 20 years of
experience in the field.
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Steve Sawyer joined GWEC as its first Secretary
General in April 2007, representing the major
national and regional associations as well
as the major companies involved in the
global wind industry. Steve has worked
in the energy and environment field since
1978. At GWEC he is focused on working
with intergovernmental organisations and with
opening up new markets for the industry in Latin
America, Africa and Asia. Steve is also a founding
member of both REN21 and the IEA’s Renewable
Industry Advisory Board. He advised the Chinese
government on the formulation of its renewable
energy legislation and is as well an expert reviewer
for the IPCC’s Working Group III. He grew up in rural
New Hampshire and has lived in Amsterdam since
1989.

Irene Skoula
Irene Skoula manages the Clean Energy
Network at C40, which is focused on
supporting cities plan and implement
initiatives to increase their low carbon energy
supply. Irene has also acted as an interim network
manager for private building efficiency and was
previously the C40 City Advisor for Athens, where she
facilitated the delivery of the city’s first GHG inventory
and Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Action Plan.
Before joining C40, Irene was the Head of Energy
Projects in a private consultancy where she worked for
more than 10 years with European local authorities for
the development and implementation of sustainable
energy action plans. Irene holds a Bachelor’s Degree in
Physics (NKUA) and a Master’s degree in Environment
and Sustainable Development (NTUA).

Minoru Takada
Dr. Takada spearheads DESA’s efforts in reviewing,
following up and implementing SDG7 on energy,
in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. In this capacity, he served
as the UN focal point for supporting the
first global review of the SDG7 during the UN
High Level Political Forum in July this year. Prior
to this position, Dr. Takada was the Team Leader
for Sustainable Energy for All at the Executive Office
of the Secretary-General at UN. Previously, he was
Head of the Sustainable Energy Programme at United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and worked
in Africa as a community organizer for several years.
He holds a PhD in renewable energy applications from
the University of Mie in Japan, and a Masters in nuclear
engineering from the University of Hokkaido, Japan.

Ria Voorhaar
Ria is the Director off Engagement and Outreach
at Global Strategic Communications Council.
After starting her career as a journalist with
some of Australia’s biggest media outlets,
Ria has spent the last 10 years focused on
climate and energy communications. She
was most recently head of communications
for the world’s largest network of NGOs working
on climate change, CAN, and has also worked for

Greenpeace and the Global Call for Climate Action.
Ria is a communications specialist with a strong
track record for devising and driving innovative,
ethical, issues-led campaigns which achieve major
media coverage. Ria has a degree in journalism and
political science from the Royal Melbourne Institute
of Technology and graduate qualifications in history.

Michael Waldron
Michael Waldron is an Energy Analyst at
the Economics and Investment Office
at the International Energy Agency (IEA).
Michael has been working at the IEA for
almost 10 years, working previously as an Analyst
for Oil Markets and Renewable Energy Markets.
Michael holds an MA in International Economics and
International Energy Policy from the John Hopkins
Universty and a BA in Economics and Government
from Cornell University.

Arthouros Zervos
Arthouros Zervos is the Chair of REN21. He is a
Professor at the National Technical University
of Athens and was previously Chairman
and CEO of the Greek electricity utility
Public Power Corporation (PPC) as well
as Chairman of PPC Renewables. He held
both positions from 2009 to 2015. Arthouros
has more than 30 years of high-level experience
in policy, science, research and technology across
the renewable energy sector. He led key European and
international renewable energy bodies and has been a
policy advisor to governments, various EU bodies and
in numerous policy fora. Arthouros was President of
the European Wind Energy Association (2001- 2013),
President of the European Renewable Energy Council
(2000-2012), and President of the Global Wind Energy
Council (2005-2010). In 2013 he received the “Poul
La Cour” prize for outstanding achievement in wind
energy. Arthouros holds degrees from Princeton
University and a Ph.D. Degree from the Université
P. et M. Curie
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Practical Information

EUREF CAMPUS, BERLIN
EUREF
(Europäisches Energieforum)
Campus 1-25
10829 Berlin
Opening Venue and Lunch
(19 November, 9:00 – 13:30)
Transport from EUREF
Campus to Spreespeicher
(Academy venue) will be
organised for all participants.

LAGEPLAN
Mietflächen
EUREF-Campus 1-26

Energiewerkstatt
Ladepunkte
Elektroautos

Veranstaltungsorte

12/13

Fahrradstellplätze

Seminarräume
TU – Campus EUREF
Showroom
Schneider Electric

13
L2

15a Green Garage

Beachvolleyballfeld

15c Grey Garage
ZeeMo.Base
16 Messelbau

Windkraft
Tiefgarage
Zugang Tiefgarage
1. Hilfe/Defibrillator
Hotel im Wasserturm

20

Schleusenhaus

25

Reglerhaus

26

Halle 26

12
Bamboo Bay

15c

10

Ladezonen

Schmiede

16

15

Pförtner
LUNCH
/

WC
Werkstatt

15b

9

Duschen
8

18
Café im
Wasserturm

Eb
er
sst
ra
ße

7

PLENARY
OPENING /
Halle 26

6
Werkstatt

17

20
EUREF-Platz

Grüns

21

4
23

22

24
ab 2020
Einfahrt

Halle 26

26 Reglerhaus
25

Schöneberg
200 m

34

19

Gasometer

5

3

15a

14

11
L1

Photovoltaik

Straße
Torgauer
Berlin Südkreuz
900 m

Cheruskerstraße

9

Motorradstellplätze

Julius-Leber-Brücke
500 m

L3

Gastronomie

SPREESPEICHER
Spreespeicher
Stralauer Allee 2
10245 Berlin
Main Venue – REN21 Academy
(19 November (afternoon) &
20, 21 November)

ENTRANCE
FLOOR PLAN OF REN21 ACADEMY VENUE
STRALAUER ALLEE

Fire
Air

Water

Earth

TERRASSE

TERRASSE

TERRASSE

UFERPROMENADE

UFERPROMENADE

Venue – High-Level Evening Reception with BMZ REEW
(20 November, 19:00)

WESTHAFEN
EVENT CENTER

Transport from Spreespeicher to Westhafen Event & Convention Center
will be organised for all participants.
WECC – Westhafen Event & Convention Center
Westhafenstraße 1, Sektor B, Halle 1, 13353 Berlin
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Practical Information
TAXI		

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Taxi Berlin: +49 30 – 20 20 20

Police: 110

Würfelfunk: +49 30 – 21 01 01

Firefighters: 112

TaxiFunk Berlin: +49 30 – 44 33 22

Ambulance: 112

Quality Taxi: +49 30 – 26 300 0
City-Funk Berlin: +49 30 – 21 02 02
Funk Taxi Berlin: +49 30 – 26 10 26
Talixo: +49 30 – 346 497 360
EcoTaxi: +49 30 – 210 10 20

REN21 ACADEMY TEAM
Katharina/Vibhu: +49 1522 726 23 60

RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY NETWORK
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
REN21 is the global renewable energy policy multi-stakeholder network that connects a wide range of key
actors. REN21’s goal is to facilitate knowledge exchange, policy development and joint action towards a rapid
global transition to renewable energy.

www.ren21.net

REN21

REN21community

