
 

 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
 

REN21 is looking for consultant(s) to undertake the authorship of 
the 2021 UNECE Renewable Energy Status Report  

 
Timeline: April to December 2021 
 

About REN21 
 
REN21 is the only global renewable energy community of actors from science, governments, NGOs 
and industry. We provide up-to-date and peer-reviewed facts, figures and analysis of global 
developments in technology, policies and markets. Our goal: enable decision-makers to make the 
shift to renewable energy happen – now. For more information, visit www.ren21.net. 
 

Background & Objective 
 
South East and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia and the Russian Federation are very 
diverse in terms of their population size and their economic, social and political characteristics. 
Despite these differences, these countries’ energy systems were developed in a similar manner and 
face some common challenges as they advance in the deployment of renewable energy and in 
improving energy efficiency.  
 
The region’s population is more than 300 million, ranging from the Russian Federation with more 
than 144 million inhabitants to Montenegro, with under 623,000 inhabitants. The region shares 
similar demographic challenges as the EU; while it has an increasing youth population there is a 
decline in the working-age population in Europe and internal migration. 
 
These countries have different energy situations and vary in their potential for, and progress on, 
market, industry and policy development in renewable energy and energy efficiency. It is against this 
background that the Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21) and the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) will develop the third joint UNECE Renewable 
Energy Status Report 2021 focusing on South East and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia, 
and the Russian Federation. 
 
The Report will present the current status of renewable energy (RE) in all sectors (power, heating & 
cooling, transport, distributed solutions), building upon the previous editions from 2015 and 2017 
(https://www.ren21.net/reports/regional-status-reports/). It will represent a comprehensive 
overview of the region’s RE infrastructure, industry, policy, regulations, market development and 
potential growth rates. 
 

http://www.ren21.net/
https://www.ren21.net/reports/regional-status-reports/
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The 2021 Status Report will further the efforts of past reports with a focus on stakeholder 
perceptions of the future renewable energy uptake in the region and at the country-level enabling 
policymakers to reduce the current investment gap. 
 

Project Outline 
 
The third edition of the UNECE Renewable Energy Status Report will cover 17 countries across 4 sub-
regions: 

• South East Europe: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia 

• Eastern Europe: Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine 

• The Caucasus: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 

• Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

• The Russian Federation 
 
The report will address the status of renewable energy through the following sections: 

• Regional Overview 

• Renewable Energy Market and Industry Overview 

• Distributed Renewable Energy for Energy Access 

• Energy Efficiency (Discussion of NREEP achievement on country-level) 

• Policy and Target Landscape (Discussion of NREAP achievement on country-level) 

• Investment Flows (data/ additional policy/investment flows and gap in the investment 
targets) 

• Current Thinking about the Future of Renewables in the UNECE region:  myths, perception 
and future vision  

 
The chapter will be framed with an executive summary, and supplementary sidebars, tables and 
notes. The section “Current Thinking “will couple the status of renewable energy with the 
perspectives and perceptions that limit the uptake of renewable energy in this region.   
 
The report will continue to contribute to the assessment of the RE status in the UNECE region and 
compare the latest results with the 2015 baseline. The 2021 Status Report will further the efforts of 
past reports with a focus on stakeholder perceptions of the future renewable energy uptake in the 
region and at the country-level enabling policymakers to reduce the current investment gap.  
 
The work will be carried out by regional and country-level partners who will assist in information and 
data collection and reporting of policy changes. A key component of the report production will be to 
identify and establish relationships with these partners to build-up an on-going data collection 
process to assist with production of future REN21 Status Reports.  The addition of a chapter on the 
future of renewable energy in the region will require identifying relevant stakeholders and 
conducting interviews  
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While the tangible outcome of the work is a regional status report, the broader objective is to 
establish a culture of continuous data and information collection and enhance networking among 
experts in the region. The identification of supportive policies will contribute to Renewable Energy 
Hard Talk events as part of a larger suite of activities to boost renewable energy investment in the 
region. 
 
Based on experience with similar reports—status reports for Asia and the Pacific, UNECE, MENA and 
ECOWAS, EAC and SADC regional reports as well as its Global Status Report series 2005–2021—the 
REN21 Secretariat will oversee the report production as well as lead on establishing collaborative 
data networks.  
 
Outreach and discussions in the region are an integral part of the issuing of this report. Learning from 
past experiences with insufficient outreach activities scheduled for the 2015 and 2017 reports, a 
stronger emphasis is put on outreach activities including presentations and webinars. It is planned to 
launch the final Report at the end of 2021.  

 

Description of Required Tasks 
 
REN21 seeks the services of an authoring team to carry out the following tasks: 
 

1. Undertake research / collect data necessary to author an UNECE Renewable Energy Status 
Report according to the chapter outline, with the support of the REN21 Secretariat and its 
network, and UNECE. 

In this context, the contracted team - in cooperation with the REN21 Secretariat and UNECE will: 

• Prepare a questionnaire to be used to collect data and information on key national and 
regional renewable energy and efficiency development. 

• Reach out to contributors and mobilise them to participate in providing data and 
information.  

• Draw on relevant information collected by REN21 Secretariat and its contributors and 
UNECE 

• Follow-up with contributors to close data gaps 

• Research additional information to close data gaps. In addition to desk research, the 
contracted team is expected to use his/her network of experts to contribute to the 
status report 

 
2. Author the UNECE Renewable Energy Status Report  

The contracted team is expected to: 

• Produce a draft of the REN21-UNECE report based on in-depth research and analysis 

• Consult and collaborate closely with the REN21 Secretariat 

• Incorporate review comments received from UNECE and from the open review processes 
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The contracted team will work in close consultation with REN21 and UNECE to ensure that 
national and regional issues are addressed.  In addition, the contracted team will: 
 

• Prepare the report in British English 

• Ensure that: 
o Data for relevant figures and tables generated are provided 
o References/citations as well as and all assumptions for text, figures and tables are 

provided for all statistics and other information/data, and noted in full as endnotes. 
Referencing for data will be done in accordance to REN21’s authoring guidelines 
(See Annex 2). All references will be included in report drafts and final report 

o Recognition is given in the Acknowledgement section to all contributors who 
provided data for the report 

• Consult and collaborate closely with the REN21 Secretariat on report preparation and 
incorporation of review comments received. 

• Make available all relevant background information and data to REN21 and UNECE. 

 

Timeline 
 
The contract will run from April to the end of December 2021, starting as soon as possible.  
 

Key Selection Criteria 
 
The selection of the contractor will depend on: 

• Price – 30% 

• Relevant experience – 30% 

• Quality – 30% to be evaluated based on:  
o Portfolio  
o Expected outputs 

• Flexibility and timeline – 10% 

 

Proposal Requirements 
 
The contracted team should have: 

• A proven track record of knowledge about the renewable energy and sectors  

• Extensive knowledge about the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors and related 
working experience across the relevant region 

• Proficiency in English, good to-have proficiency in Russian (the report will be drafted in 
English) 

 
The submission can be made in any format, and should include: 

• The contractor’s specific interest in the project and availability 
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• Profile and prior experience 

• A detailed résumé, highlighting related work experience in the focus countries for the report.  
o If a report team is being proposed then enclose the resumés of the lead team 

members 

• An overview of projects managed covering similar scope and focus  

• A detailed breakdown of the number of work days and daily rates (it is estimated that the 
assignment will take approximately 100-120 work days.) 

o The proposed total rate for carrying out the work in the timeframe provided, 
including VAT (if applicable) 

 
Proposals should be emailed to secretariat@ren21.net. Please mention “Submission of Proposal: 
Authorship UNECE Report 2021” in the subject line. The deadline for receipt of proposals is 11:59pm 
CET (23:59) Sunday 18 April 2021.  All received proposals will be acknowledged but only short-listed 
candidates will be contacted. 
 
 
Report Timeline & Deliverables 

 

Below is the proposed timeline for the production of 2021 UNECE Renewable Energy Status Report as 

envisaged by REN21: 

 

By when What By whom 

April 2021 Contracting of authoring team to author the 

report 

REN21 

April – June 2021 Establish data collection networks, distribute 

questionnaire and finalise report outline 

Project Manager (PM), 

Authors, REN21 

June – Aug 2021 Drafting the report, vetting of findings, peer 

review and feedback 

Authors, PM 

Sept – Oct 2021 Finalisation of report including translation and 

preparation of media and outreach activities 

Authors, PM 

November 2021 Design and copy-editing of the report PM, REN21 

December 2021 

(tbc) 

Launch of the 2021 UNECE Renewable Energy 

Status Report 

REN21, UNECE, PM 

 
  

mailto:secretariat@ren21.net
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Annex 1 

Proposed Report Chapter Outline (approx. 102 pages)  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 5 PAGES 

CHAPTER 1: REGIONAL OVERVIEW 10 PAGES 

i. Regional Overview  

ii. Regional Energy Challenges:  Energy access, energy security, health 

and environment, climate change, infrastructure requirements, 

financing. 

 

iii. Platforms for Regional Energy Cooperation  

CHAPTER 2: RENEWABLE ENERGY MARKETS AND INDUSTRY OVERVIEW  20 PAGES 

i.      Trends - Current share of renewable energy in total final energy and 

total final electricity consumption of countries including the trends 

over the past years and in the end-use sectors (heating, cooling, and 

transport  

 

ii.    Grid-connected Power Sector: Hydropower, geothermal, 

biomass/biogas, solar, wind 
 

iii.    Transport  

CHAPTER 3: DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLES FOR ENERGY ACCESS  15 PAGES 

i. Renewable Energy Targets   

ii. Off-grid Power Sector: Stand-alone solar PV systems, minigrids, stand-

alone wind, hybrid etc.   
 

iii. Cooking, Heating, Transport (e-mobility)   

CHAPTER 4: ENERGY EFFICIENCY 10 PAGES 

i. Regional Overview: Discussion of NREEP achievement on country-level  

ii. Electricity Supply  

iii. Buildings  

iv. Lighting, Appliances and Cooking  

v. Other sectors  

CHAPTER 5: POLICY LANDSCAPE  20 PAGES 

i. Regional Initiatives: Discussion of NREAP achievement on country-

level 
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ii. Renewable Energy Targets   

iii. Renewable Power Support Policies, Institutional Frameworks and 

Programmes 
 

CHAPTER 6: INVESTMENT FLOWS 10 PAGES 

i. Global Overview: Status and evolution of investments in renewable 

energy-project size and investment size – those that are online or in 

the pipeline (Focus on foreign investors) 

 

ii. Regional Financing Sources: Breakdown between private and public 

investments to showcase the areas where government is investing; 

the niche area where private developers are investing; innovative 

financing mechanisms as well as opportunities for international 

donors and possible public private partnerships on renewable energy 

investment and local or cooperative societies’ investment 

 

iii. The Potential of Climate Finance  

CHAPTER 7: CURRENT THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE OF RENEWABLES 10 PAGES 

i. Regional myths and perception  

ii.     Future vision about renewables in the UNECE region  

SIDEBARS  1-2 Pages 

i. Renewable energy in Central Asia and SDG 7   

ii. Energy Efficiency Trends  

iii. Renewable energy in Cities  
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Annex 2 
 

REN21 Referencing Standards  

 
This document outlines the referencing standards used by REN21 for its publications and databases. 
All contributors, authors and staff are asked to comply with the referencing standards presented 
here.  
 
General Referencing Requirements 
 
REN21 relies on an extensive network of experts to provide us with the latest information on global 
renewable energy development. The information provided by this network of contributors is vital to 
the production of REN21 products such as the Renewables Global Status Report (GSR), our flagship 
publication. 
 
To maintain the quality and integrity of our products, it is essential that we be able to verify the 
accuracy of the information that we receive. Thus, it is vitally important that contributors provide us 
with full source information alongside their contributions. This can be achieved by providing as many 
of the following items as possible: 
 

• The name of the author or researcher responsible for the source material. 

• The date of publication of the source material, including day, month and year (or whichever 

is available). 

• The name of the publication/institution that released or produced the source material. 

• The city in which the publisher of the source material is located. 

• For information accessed online, the full web-link, and the day on which the information was 

accessed. 

• For information accessed from a printed publication, such as a journal, magazine, book, or 

newspaper: the edition 

of the publication, and the page number of the source material in the publication. 
 

REN21 appreciates that the above information might not always be available. In such cases, we ask 
that you provide as much source information as possible 

 

• Please provide full source/ reference information for all data, quotations, etc. (anything 

deserving of a reference) in ENDNOTES in your document. 
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• Endnotes should be after each sentence that contains a data point or other information 

requiring reference. If more than one reference applies to a single sentence, please make 

clear in the endnote which reference applies to which data/information. 

o Endnote numbering should restart at 1 with each new chapter.  

• Footnotes are used to explain a point in the text.  Numbering should restart at [ i ] for each 

new page.   

 
 
Specific Referencing Requirements 
 
The table below outlines the information and format required from contributors for various source 
types. 

Source Type Reference Style Example 

Report 
retrieved 
online 

Institution or Author 
Name(s), Title of Report 
(Location of Publisher: 
Publisher Name, 
Publication Date), Page, 
URL. 

RECS International, The Use of the Guarantee of Origin 
(Utrecht, The Netherlands: October 2005), p. X, 
http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/0
5%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf. 
OR 
John Doe, The Use of the Guarantee of Origin (Utrecht, 
The Netherlands: RECS International, October 2005), 
pp. XX–XY, 
http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/0
5%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf. 

Web page or 
other Internet 
source 

Institution, Title of Web 
Page, URL, Date Updated 
(if given), Date Accessed. 

US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), 
“Partner list”, 
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/partners/gpp_partn
ers.htm, updated [DATE], viewed 1 June 2007. 

Sources that are 
not officially 
published 
(conference 
documents, 
working papers, 
etc.) 

Author Name, Title of 
Document, Document 
Type (City, Country: 
Institution/ Publication, 
Date), Page, URL [if 
available]. 

Karl Gawell and Griffin Greenburg, Interim Report: 
Update on World Geothermal Development, 
unpublished manuscript (Washington, DC: US 
Geothermal Energy Association, 1 May 2007), p. 5. 

Book Institute/Organizatio
n or Author, Title of 
Book, (Location of 
Publication: 
Publisher, Year), 
Page. 

International Energy Agency (IEA), Key World 
Energy Statistics 2007 (Paris: IEA/OECD, 2009), 
p. 24. 

http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/05%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf
http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/05%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf
http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/05%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf
http://www.recs.org/doctree/RECS%20International/05%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/partners/gpp_partners.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/partners/gpp_partners.htm
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Journal or 
magazine article 

Author Name, Title of 
Article, Volume and Issue 
Number, Date, Page(s), 
URL [if available]. 

Daniele Archibugi, “Innovation systems in a global 
economy”, Technology Analysis and Strategic 
Management, vol. 11, no. 2 (1999), pp. 527–39. 
OR 
Graham Jesmer, “US offshore wind project updates,” 
Renewable Energy World, 16 December 2009, [URL]. 
OR 
“Ethiopia, French firm sign 210m-Euro wind-powered 
electricity project,” Ethiopian Review, 9 October 2009. 

Press release Organization/Institution, 
Title of Release, 
Document Description 
(City: Date), URL [if 
available]. 

American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), “AWEA 
releases U.S. wind industry annual market report,” 
press release (Washington, DC: 8 April 2010). 

Personal interview, 
correspondence, 
email etc. 

Name, Affiliation, 
Location of Interviewee, 
“personal communication 
with REN21,” Date. 

Andrew Person, International Energy Agency (IEA), 
Paris, personal communication with REN21, 12 
January 2012. 


