
 

 
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
Design the 2026 RBE Tracker: Visual Identity, Report, 

Infographic, Case Studies and Micro-site 
 

About REN21 
 

 

REN21 is the global network of diverse stakeholders –governments, industry, NGOs, science and  

academia– that enables the necessary changes to build the renewables economy for prosperous lives 

and societies. Our vision is a world where renewable energy is the foundation for strong, equitable  

and resilient economies. Renewables are the undeniable choice for people, nature and prosperity. 

 

REN21 creates an enabling environment to support renewables. It offers a platform for a variety of  

stakeholders to engage and collaborate. Armed with knowledge and tools, supported by a culture of  

dialogue and debate, and augmented by new ecosystems, this community of change strategically  

drives the deep transformations needed to make renewables the norm. www.ren21.net  
 

Objective 
 

 

REN21 seeks a design partner to develop the visual identity and integrated design system for its 
new Renewables-Based Economy (RBE) Tracker. The designer or agency will work closely with 
REN21’s Knowledge & Data Team (KDT) and Communications Team to co-develop visually engaging, 
data-driven, and accessible content. 

Background 
 

Building on the evolution of the Global Status Report (GSR), RBE Tracker moves beyond a sector-by-
sector view to monitor how entire economies organise around renewables. It looks at how countries 
reorganise their economic structures and development pathways once renewables form the basis of 
their energy systems. In line with the original RBE vision outlined in REN21’s Renewables-Based 
Economy brief, the tracking framework brings together these dimensions: 

• Systems transformation — how policies, infrastructure, markets and planning shift from 

fossil-fuel logic to renewables-led systems. 

• Societal and equity outcomes — access, affordability, gender and social inclusion, local jobs, 

and how benefits and costs are distributed. 

• Resilience and energy security — how renewables enable diversified supply chains, reduced 

import dependence, and stronger local economic structures. 

https://www.ren21.net/
https://www.ren21.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/REN21_RBE_-Brief-Final.pdf
https://www.ren21.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/REN21_RBE_-Brief-Final.pdf
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The 2025–2026 cycle will pilot a family of knowledge products that reflect this broader lens. These 
outputs will combine: 

• Concise, insight-driven analysis linking high-level indicators with practical transitions on the 

ground. 

• Infographics and system-mapping visuals inspired by the RBE brief’s emphasis on 

interconnections between sectors, value chains, and societal impacts. 

• Case-based storytelling to show what an RBE looks like in practice, from renewable-powered 

industrial parks and logistics corridors to electrified transport ecosystems and local 

manufacturing hubs. 

• A digital microsite designed for public dissemination, hosting interactive, downloadable 

figures (images, Excel, social-media ready formats), dynamic maps, and short narrative 

sections tailored for broad audiences. 

Together, these pilots will lay the groundwork for a coherent REN21 RBE Tracker building on the 
GSR’s strong data foundation with a more holistic, economy-wide understanding of how renewables 
reshape development pathways. 

Scope of Work  
The assignment covers distinct but coherent outputs, each requiring concept exploration 
together with the REN21 Knowledge & Data team, refinement, and final delivery: 

o RBE Tracker Visual Identity (print, web and social media): Develop a visual 
identity that builds on REN21’s brand and a modular design system that 
ensures all RBE outputs feel consistent and part of one unified family. 

o Design approach: Clean, modern, data and figure-centric; conveys systems 
thinking and interconnection. 

o Continuity: Build on REN21’s institutional design while giving RBE its own visual 

identity within the REN21 family. 

o Colour and typography: Extend REN21 palette with new tones and typographic 

hierarchy suited for web and print. 

o Data visualisation style: Develop consistent figure and map logic for comparability 

across outputs. 

o Deliverables: A concise design and brand guide (colour palette, fonts, figure logic, 

layout grid, icons). 

2. RBE Framework Report  

o 30–40 pages (+ front matter and endnotes). 

o Introduces the RBE framework, key indicators, and 2025/2026 trends. 

o To be published as a printable PDF. 
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o Includes 2–3 concept rounds before final approval (cover design, layout logic, 
data-visualisation language, and microsite look & feel). 

o Includes tailored social media visuals for launch and key messages. 

3. Infographic on One RBE Dimension 

o Example topics (tbc) are “Industrialisation & Local Value Creation” or “Energy 
Security & Resilience.” 

o 1–2 pages (A3 print + web + social formats). 

o 3 or 4 design iterations exploring different storytelling approaches and visual 
formats (illustrative, data-driven, or mixed media). 

o Includes dedicated social media cards and teaser visuals. 

4. Case Studies (x2 reports) 

o Two separate case studies (5–6 pages each) exploring sectoral or regional 
applications of RBE. 

o Each to undergo two design concept rounds, focusing on layout rhythm, 
illustration style, and figure presentation. 

o Includes 2–3 social media visuals per case. 

5. Micro-site: All knowledge products will feature on a dedicated micro-site designed to 
present the RBE Framework and its outputs in an accessible, interactive and visually 
coherent way. See GSR 2025 micro-site for reference. 

o The micro-site structure will include the RBE framework, the infographic and 
the two case studies, ensuring clear navigation and a consistent narrative 
flow. 

o Consistent figure logic and typography across pages for comparability with 
the PDF outputs. 

o All figures will be interactive and downloadable in multiple formats: image 
files (PNG/JPEG), Excel datasets, and pre-formatted social-media cards. 

o Responsive design for mobile, tablet, and desktop use. 

o Incorporation of subtle motion/interaction features (e.g., progressive 
disclosure, hover states, collapsible sections) to support storytelling without 
overwhelming users. 

o Contractor will assess the best publishing pathway: 

▪ Integration into the existing REN21 website (WordPress CMS), using 
the current design system and templates where possible; or 

▪ Development of a standalone micro-site with its own architecture, 
while maintaining REN21 branding and accessibility standards. 

 

Production Process 
 

I. Co-Development Process 

https://www.ren21.net/gsr-2025/
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Stage Description Expected Outputs 

Round 1: Design 
concept and 
publishing strategy 

Development of mood boards, 2–3 design 
directions, and initial samples of layout 
systems and data-visualisation styles. 
Assessment of optimal publishing 
approach (integration into REN21 website 
or standalone micro-site). 

 

Concept presentation deck, 
early mock-ups, and proposed 
publishing pathway.  

Round 2: Refinement 

Refinement of the selected design 
direction based on REN21 feedback, 
including layout evolution, figure logic, 
and interactive elements. 

 

Refined layouts updated 
visual system, and 
interactive mock-ups for 
review. 

 

Round 3: Finalisation 

Completion of full artwork, production files, 
figure exports, and accessibility checks 
across formats (print, web, social media, 
microsite). 

Final asset package (print-
ready PDFs, web formats, 
interactive figures, social 
visuals) and production-ready 
files. 

 
The process will be iterative and collaborative, with review meetings after each round. 
 
 

II. Timeline (Tentative) 
 

Deliverable Design Phases Target Completion 

RBE Visual Identity & Design System Dec 2025 – Feb 2026 Feb 2026 

RBE Status Framework Report (Online and print) March – May 2026 May 2026 

Infographic (Online and print) Apr – May 2026 June 2026 

Case Studies (x2) (Online and print) May – June 2026 July 2026 

 
 
 

III. Collaboration and Support 
REN21 will provide: 

• Final or near-final content (text, figures, data input) 
• Access to REN21 brand materials and digital assets 
• Regular feedback and alignment sessions with the Knowledge and Data and Communications 

teams 
• Support for microsite hosting 

 

Proposal Requirements  
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The submission should include:  

• The contractor’s specific interest in the project 

• A detailed résumé of prospective designer(s), highlighting related work experience 

• Brief presentation of ideas in portfolio indicating design direction 

• Proposed budget split by tasks (and including VAT if applicable)  

• Profile and track record of the design agency including documentation of related projects 

relevant to this assignment 

 
 

Selection Criteria 
 
Cost of the offer (30% weight) 

• Quality of the offer (70% weight) 
o Relevant experience and references (45%) 
o Profile and track record of related projects and brief presentation of ideas in portfolio 

indicating design direction (45%) 
o Ability for contractor to meet short timeline (10%) 

 
 

Proposal Submission 
 
Proposals should be addressed to secretariat@ren21.net with subject: 
 
“CFP – RBE Tracker Design – [Contractor Name]” 
 
Deadline: 08/12/2025 

 

mailto:secretariat@ren21.net

