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THE REN21 ACADEMY IS A DYNAMIC LAB FOR ITS COMMUNITY 

• REN21 is a multi-stakeholder network, 
built on an international community of 
over 900 experts

• It provides a platform for this diverse 
community to exchange information and 
ideas, to learn from each other and to 
collectively build the renewable energy 
future

• This community convenes biennially at 
the REN21 Academy

Objective: to discuss and debate how to accelerate the transition to 
renewable energy by sharing perspectives, asking tough questions and 
innovating together

Programme was co-developed with participants, making it collaborative and 
relevant in the current global context

Complementary themes: the sectoral disconnect and scaling-up for creating 
integrated energy solutions to make the energy transformation happen

Participatory methodologies were used to increase interaction amongst 
members of the REN21 Community

Results from the REN21 Academy demonstrated the vital “power of many”, 
increasing the scope for individual and collective action

http://www.ren21.net/


PARTICIPANTS REPRESENTED ALL STAKEHOLDER GROUPS

163
participants

Representing over 80 countries

2018 REN21 Academy In Numbers

140
Organisations, 
all stakeholder groups

40% 60%
53

Expert resources*

*Subject-matter experts who shared their 
knowledge and insights with participants



Collective intelligence 
powered the 

2018 REN21 Academy
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In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

JOINT HIGH-LEVEL OPENING: 2018 REN21 ACADEMY AND THE 
RENEWABLE ENERGY AND EFFICIENCY WEEK (REEW)

▪ Keynote speakers spoke on Energy Systems for the Future emphasising the need for political will, governance and leadership. In
order to meet the targets of the Paris Agreement and SDG7, we should:

• build on knowledge and creativity embodied by the REN21 Academy

• ensure the development of decentralised solutions towards universal energy access, particularly for emerging energy systems

▪ A round-table discussion complemented the keynote speeches, during which experts and practitioners brought diverse
perspectives on increasing renewable energy deployment and scaling-up

1.5°C is the global tipping 
point, and the need to 
achieve zero global emissions 
by 2050 underlines need for 
transition to renewables

Dr. Johan Rockström
Potsdam Institute for 

Climate Impact Research



KICKING OFF THE REN21 ACADEMY: BUILDING THE STRATEGY ON THE 
REN21 COMMUNITY



THE “SECTORAL DISCONNECT”: THEME OF THE FIRST THEMATIC BLOCK

▪ Deployment of renewable energy in the power sector 
continues to outperform expectations

▪ Shares in final energy consumption in 2015

• Power: 20%

• Heating, cooling and transport sectors: 80%

▪ As shares of variable renewable electricity increase, technical 
and economic challenges of grid integration arise, which can 
be addressed through increasing system flexibility

▪ Necessary to identify opportunities for increasing penetration 
of renewables in the often-overlooked, end-use sectors

▪ Decentralised renewables offer new opportunities for 
developing countries to build an energy system

• Thematic experts in sectoral disconnect, energy efficiency, heating, transport and energy systems 2.0 
introduced and provided context to the sessions that followed.

• Key highlights:
• Policy, integration, technology, affordability and replication are a must for massive renewable energy scale-up

• We need to transition to an integrated, efficient, renewables-based energy system

• Energy efficiency is a complex, invisible fuel; central to vital energy services

• Importance of decarbonising end-use sectors with highest energy consumption 

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3



PATHWAYS TO RENEWABLE HEAT [1/2]

▪ Only 10% of energy in the heating sector is supplied by modern 
renewables, highlighting the need to address this sector on a global scale. 
Key questions are:

• Why is uptake of renewable heat sector so slow, and what is needed to advance it?

• Where do we already see progress? What are the drivers and barriers?

• How can we improved integration within the sector help speed up the transition to 
renewable heat in buildings and industry?

• How can the sector attract the attention of policy makers?

▪ Key objective was to have an exchange that was more than the typical 
renewable energy sectors/technologies/industries, in order to inspire 
actions that can be pursued by the REN21 Community

▪ Methodologies used: Sharing Perspectives and IDEAting Together

The session was split into a moderated panel discussion to provide context, 
followed by group work

• Part I looked at the challenges and barriers to slow uptake

• Part II identified progress and how to accelerate and expand it 

Participants28 Expert Resources8

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE OF SESSION

WHAT HAPPENED?

▪ Lack of convincing and inspiring vision of the future – need to educate 
ourselves, create typology of solutions

▪ No awareness of the urgency to change the sector

▪ Demand- and supply-side actors need to collaborate in order to better 
communicate recommendations to policy makers

▪ No level playing field with subsidised fossil fuel sector

▪ Gap between national policy frameworks and local implementation

▪ Air pollution, climate change, etc. are effective drivers for change

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED?



PATHWAYS TO RENEWABLE HEAT [2/2]

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

▪ Need to communicate the status, disseminate best practices, and 
identify heating and cooling supply & demand through heat mapping 

▪ Advocate for carbon pricing and realistic policies that properly reflect 
externalities and reduce investment risk of renewable technologies

▪ Set national-level targets and encourage municipal policy makers to  
implement policies in buildings and industry for renewable heat

▪ Engage the heating sector in holistic policy-making

▪ Communicate on renewable heat as an energy service that improves 
societal well-being. e.g. pollution reduction, clean cooking etc. 

OUTCOMES OF THE DISCUSSIONS

▪ Create an international network on renewable heating and cooling

▪ Be bold in developing a clear, urgent vision for the sector

▪ Raise public awareness

▪ Build capacity of experts

▪ Improve knowledge and communicate on status of uptake of 
renewable heating and cooling

WHAT CAN THE REN21 COMMUNITY DO?



INTEGRATING RENEWABLES NOW TO FULLY DECARBONISE TRANSPORT [1/2]

▪ Only 3% of energy supplied by renewables, the majority from biofuels

▪ Sector expected to grow 50% by 2030 – innovative thinking is required to 
decarbonise land, sea and air transport, fuelling these with renewables

▪ Essential to consider sector and policy needs at various institutional levels 
for successful integration of renewables in transport

▪ Key questions to be addressed:

• What are ongoing challenges for increasing renewable energy share in the sector?

• What options exist for the aviation and shipping sectors?

• Beyond electric vehicles, how can electricity contribute to transport? What is the 
potential of Power-to-Gas and Power-to-Fuels?

• What technological, policy and practical examples exist?

▪ Methodologies used: Sharing Perspectives and IDEAting Together

The session was split into two parts: each with a moderated panel 
discussion to provide context, followed by group work

• Part I focussed on the reasons for slow uptake, and potential drivers for change

• Part II highlighted policy, technological and practical examples to help find the 
quickest path towards a decarbonised transport sector

Participants20 Expert Resources7

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE OF SESSION

WHAT HAPPENED?

▪ Lack of political will, lack of integrated and forward-looking planning, 
and outdated measures are some of the biggest barriers

▪ Cost-competitiveness and a level playing field are necessary

▪ Low awareness and acceptance of renewables in transport, particularly 
in sea and air transport

▪ Climate change, need for reduction of emissions, and increasing air 
pollution are key drivers for change

▪ Energy security & economic development are key for policy-makers

▪ Difficult to develop a common language between transport & energy 
players

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED?



INTEGRATING RENEWABLES NOW TO FULLY DECARBONISE TRANSPORT [2/2]

▪ Decreasing overall demand for energy in transport is crucial

▪ Progress in all technologies and sub-sectors but at different levels 
and overall too slow – policy action is needed

▪ Allow for more information sharing, international dialogue and peer-
to-peer learning of best practices

▪ Let markets decide low-carbon solutions through regulations e.g. 
carbon pricing, technology-neutral regulations

▪ Build infrastructure for e-mobility in partnership with energy 
producers, vehicle manufacturers and government

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

OUTCOMES OF THE DISCUSSIONS

▪ Share best practices and facilitate open source data collection

▪ Communicate progress and demonstrate projects

▪ Create knowledge products with recommendations for policy-makers 
at all institutional levels

▪ Conduct capacity building workshops for local authorities, sharing 
research and promoting city-to-city partnerships

▪ Bridge renewable energy and transport sectors

WHAT CAN THE REN21 COMMUNITY DO?



DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLES: BUILDING THE ENERGY SYSTEM OF THE FUTURE [1/2]

▪ The energy systems of the future will be different in developed and 
developing countries

▪ While designing these energy systems, one must explore the various, 
emerging low-carbon systems

▪ Challenge questions used to shape the discussion:

• What does ‘leapfrogging the energy system’ mean in the context of developing 
countries and how can the needs of end-use sectors be integrated into the debate?

• What must be implemented to sustain economic development? What barriers still 
exist?

• What needs to happen to influence the debate at the global, national and 
subnational levels?

▪ Methodology used: Dreaming the Future

The session used a “future workshop” approach – participants collectively 
reflected on their knowledge to help shape a vision for the future. 

It was organised in 3 stages:  critique, utopia and implementation

Expert Resources40

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE OF SESSION

WHAT HAPPENED?

▪ The critique phase:

• Focussed on why current energy systems are failing and what are the stumbling 
blocks

• 5 major themes of concern identified: silos, injustice, lobbies and corruption, 
knowledge, and political & business constraints

▪ The utopia phase:

• Reflected on a future with no constraints, plenty of resources & no restrictive 
laws; what would an energy systems 2.0 look like?

• Open access to data, integrated thinking and 100% renewable energy were 
identified as dominant criteria

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED?



▪ Thinking big is necessary to get to the future we want

▪ Much of the knowledge required to build the future energy system 
already exists – need to connect with each other

▪ Acknowledge that the ”Future Energy System” is a process of 
constant change

▪ People need to be re-skilled and technologies to be transferred

▪ Multi-stakeholder thought processes need to be embedded

▪ It’s not only about the energy system, it’s about governance and the 
socio-economic system

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

OUTCOMES OF THE DISCUSSIONS

▪ Create cross-sectoral mentoring

▪ Host cross-sectoral REN21 Academies

▪ Develop data and information management systems

▪ Create and capitalise on multi-stakeholder groups

▪ Produce report on hidden data

WHAT CAN THE REN21 COMMUNITY DO?

DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLES: BUILDING THE ENERGY SYSTEM OF THE FUTURE [2/2]
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SYSTEM INTEGRATION: WHAT WILL IT TAKE? (CONTINUED FROM DAY 1)

In Workshops
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

HEATING

▪ Electrification is still central focus

▪Heat mapping needed to 
understand demand and supply

▪More coordination between 
national and local policy-making

Building on the previous day’s results, participants debated the requirements and challenges of sector integration,
and what is needed to ensure successful integration within the overall energy system. Discussions focussed on
identifying policy, institutional and industrial needs to make this happen.

▪ Do more work to facilitate sector integration

▪ Invest in energy efficiency and actively link to renewables in policy-making

▪ Transport has the potential to aid increasing penetration of variable renewable energy sources

▪ Facilitate multi-stakeholder dialogue between sectors; share best practices, success stories about policy integration 

▪ Engage in participatory decision-making, create political champions

TRANSPORT

▪More infrastructure needed

▪ Supply AND demand go hand-
in-hand

▪Need common policies across 
jurisdictions

1
DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLE ENERGY

▪ Conducive market structures, 
policies and infrastructure needed

▪ Think long-term: build capacity  
and map knowledge

▪Harmonise standards

2 3



FROM MEGACITIES TO VILLAGES: INTEGRATED APPROACHES TO MEET 
ENERGY NEEDS

▪ An integrated, renewables-based energy system needs to meet demands in megacities, villages, and end-use sectors. Based on
outcomes of previous sessions, how do we drive policy-making across all levels of governance?

▪ An six-person panel highlighted the following points:

• Cities play an important role in the global energy transition

• Cities and communities have different needs which have to be addressed on a case-by-case basis – regional dimensions have to be reflected
in policy-making

• End-users are important decision-makers for advancing renewable energy in cities – bring them into the discussion

• Focus should be on energy as a service and pay attention to characteristics of the energy carrier

• Benchmark integrated energy plans globally – focus on integrated energy policies

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

There should be better 
collaboration to break the 
silo-effect on system 
integration

Irene Skoula
C40 Cities

Climate Leadership Group

We need to double down on 
investments in mini-grids as 
part of the effort to have an 
integrated approach towards 
meeting energy needs

Ron Benioff
National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory



ά/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜέ

ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎέ

άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀǎȅƳƳŜǘǊȅέ

▪ Approximately USD 120 trillion will be needed from now until 2050 to 
accelerate renewable energy uptake

• Effective communication and collaboration are key to the process,
if we are to reach this level of investment

• These critical elements of the energy transition are often not given
the space to be properly discussed/debated

▪ In this plenary, three inspirational speakers illustrated the importance 
of  finance, communications and community

• This set the scene for the thematic block that followed on the
same topics

• Visual, thought-provoking presentations inspired the audience to
think more about these topics while continuing to work towards
the energy transformation

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

SECOND THEMATIC BLOCK: REACHING SCALE WITH COMMUNICATION, 
COLLABORATION AND FINANCIAL INNOVATION

https://youtu.be/zouQ6hEiZ8E
https://youtu.be/zouQ6hEiZ8E
https://youtu.be/zouQ6hEiZ8E


FINANCING THE ACCELERATION IN UNDERSERVED MARKETS [1/2]

▪ USD 120 trillion is needed from now until 2050 to accelerate renewable 
energy uptake

▪ Currently underserved markets (on- and off-grid) in emerging economies 
and “over-the-horizon” technologies are needed to attract critical finance

▪ Key questions:

• What is the role of finance (availability and affordability) in advancing the energy 
transition?

• What policies and regulation are required?

• What financial instruments, new partnerships and publicly available data are needed 
to steer financial flows to underserved markets?

▪ Methodologies used: Sharing Perspectives & IDEAting Together

The session had a moderated panel discussion to provide context, followed 
by group work to unpack key questions on the role of finance, policies and 
regulations, and available financial instruments to advance the transitionBACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE OF SESSION

WHAT HAPPENED?

▪ Major lag between development of transformative technologies and 
the creation of necessary instruments to finance their deployment

▪ Lack of transparency and reliability, and bad data lead to poor 
governance. Market failure occurs because of information asymmetry

▪ Data are needed to address perceived financial risks

▪ No standardised investment decision-making tools or contractual 
templates – need to minimise barriers to project financing

▪ Lack of leadership in policy making

▪ Large investment banks are not interested in small-scale projects in 
developing countries

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED?

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Participants32 Expert Resources6



▪ Gaps between projects and finance need to be bridged. Good data is 
needed – pricing of risk, resource potential, (actual) performance, 
project development assistance, etc.

▪ Local capacities for finance need to be built

▪ Objective assessment of support schemes in financing projects

▪ Standardisation and creation of templates are necessary. A
sustainable framework must be established, to survive ebbs and 
flows of policy decisions

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

OUTCOMES OF THE DISCUSSIONS

▪ Invite investors and local banks to the table, to the REN21 Academy  

▪ Seek expertise and training

▪ Conduct a baseline study (“how to” guide) on renewables financing

WHAT CAN THE REN21 COMMUNITY DO?

FINANCING THE ACCELERATION IN UNDERSERVED MARKETS [2/2]



MOVING OUTSIDE THE (RENEWABLE) ENERGY BUBBLE: IMPROVING OUR 
MESSAGING [1/2]

▪ Communication is key to framing effective arguments and convincing 
non-energy stakeholders on the need for a renewable energy transition

▪ Everyone has a role to play in effective communication by sharing  
progress

▪ Key questions to be addressed:

• How do we create positive stories to convince decision-makers to support 
transformation of an energy system?

• How can we bring evidence and knowledge about renewable energy to decision-
makers outside of the energy sphere?

• What audiences should be targeted and how?

▪ Methodologies used: Sharing Perspectives & IDEAting Together

The session was split into two sections:

• Part I included a series of inspirational presentations to demonstrate latest 
communication ideas around the energy debate

• Part II was a workshop where participants practiced telling their own renewable 
energy stories via a triad exercise

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE OF SESSION

WHAT HAPPENED?

▪ The narrative is technical, complex, clinical and hard to define –
messaging is centred around energy audiences

▪ Information is not presented in a visually appealing way – need to go 
beyond statistics to transform facts and figures into inspirational 
graphics but need to make sure that you must be able to back up what 
you say with hard facts

▪ Current messaging is very pessimistic and hard for people to act upon

▪ Stories are important – they tap into people’s intuition making it easier 
to understand messages and consequences of actions

▪ Make visible to decision-makers the effects of negative behaviour

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED?

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Participants32 Expert Resources6



▪ Critics need to be convinced with stories and metaphors

▪ Need to emphasise the urgency of what we are doing, keeping in 
mind that people cannot perceive extremely negative messages as 
real – important to balance such messages with proactive ones

▪ Stories need to be human, simple, emotive and intuitive

▪ Communication is not just for communicators

▪ Must make sure that messages are based on hard-facts so message 
is not undermined by detractors

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

OUTCOMES OF THE DISCUSSIONS

▪ Use more information design to tell the stories

▪ Develop a myths busting exercise to speak to non-energy audiences 
and detractors

▪ Engage with detractors or skeptics to understand better their 
concerns, understanding of renewables energy etc. 

WHAT CAN THE REN21 COMMUNITY DO?

MOVING OUTSIDE THE (RENEWABLE) ENERGY BUBBLE: IMPROVING OUR 
MESSAGING [1/2]
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DIVERGENT PERSPECTIVES OF AN ENERGY FUTURE - CONFRONTING 
THEM TO STRENGTHEN RENEWABLE ENERGY UPTAKE

▪ Often heard – renewable energy alone is not enough for decarbonisation. However, in light of IPCC Special Report on 1.5 degrees, a 
renewable and efficient future is the only option

▪ These realities and perceptions differ and even contradict each other… BUT they all exist and influence renewable energy uptake

▪ The session had a moderated panel discussion to provide context, followed by a World Café-style group work in which the participants
discussed how the renewable community can address its detractors

▪ Key questions:

• What is the reality of the road we are on to decarbonise our economies?

• What do we need to do to ensure an energy transition with renewables?

• What stakeholders need to be engaged? What evidence do we gather?

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3



THE PANEL DISCUSSION REVEALED THAT THERE ARE CONTRADICTORY 
VIEWS OF THE ENERGY FUTURE…

Africa needs cheap power for 
industrialisation; we may also have 
to depend on traditional energy 
sources, to a minimum extent

Wisdom Ahiataku-Tobogo
Ministry of Energy - Ghana

The future does not need to look like the 
past – must focus on the major role that 
renewables play in economic development 
and diversification

Craig Morris
Consultant 

(formerly with RGI )

Natural gas must still serve as a 
decarbonisation stepping-stone 
before widespread generation of 
fuels from renewables

Timm Kehler
Zukunft Erdgas

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3



…AND SEVERAL VOICES THAT INFLUENCE IT 

Developing economies and industrial 
growth rely on cheap power, even if it 
means producing more CO2

Need to make renewables options 
more visible to decision-makers and 
more accessible in developing countries

Tapping into this energy generates creativity and new solutions, energy to change our energy system to one built on renewables

Technological change cannot be the 
only focus; renewables require 
attention on social justice

Need to address the fact that the gas 
industry sees climate change as the 
biggest challenge and biggest 
opportunity

Must acknowledge that natural gas projects 
continue to be planned decades in advance. 
Question is how to change government mindset 
about privileging gas over renewables for financing

Removing fossil fuel subsidies would 
be more significant than carbon tax

Contrasting successes of nuclear 
energy & renewable energy, 
specifically in developing countries

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3



WORLD CAFÉ: WHAT DOES THE REN21 COMMUNITY NEED TO DO?

▪ Communication is a big tool to combat myths and strengthen renewable 
energy uptake – perception that coal is cheaper than renewables still 
persists

▪ Evaluate messaging to the “unconverted” to ensure we are not trying to 
convince them with arguments that work for us but that are less relevant 
to them

▪ Make clear that natural gas is a fossil fuel but understand its attraction to 
developing countries and develop appropriate responses

▪ Integrated “Energy Transition Plans” need to be formulated. Cater 
decarbonisation pathways to local circumstances

▪ Identify who is our biggest ally outside the “clean energy bubble”

▪ Setup a chatroom/forum for REN21 Community – discuss if we can agree 
on a vision of what a 100% renewables-fuelled world could look like

▪ Make renewables an attractive choice

KEY CONCLUSIONS FROM WORLD CAFÉ 

In Plenary
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3



EUROPE 2030
Led by the European 

Commission

REGIONAL ENERGY CENTRES
Led by UNIDO & UNECE

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN CITIES
Led by REN21

In Workshops
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE WORKSHOPS LOOKING AT THE ROLE OF 
REGIONS AND CITIES IN DRIVING RENEWABLE ENERGY UPTAKE



WORKSHOP: EUROPE 2030 (BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION)

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

▪ Objectives:
1. To introduce the EU’s new regulatory framework for renewable energy 2020-2030
2. To share learnings with actors from other countries/regions who are working to create similar local frameworks
3. To understand perception of the EU framework by players outside of the EU, and learn how to communicate better outside of the continent

▪ People representing many countries around the world, not just the EU, participated in the workshop

▪ The following points were highlighted during the workshop:
• There are a lot of content issues that are common, even though government structures are different from the EU and the world over
• The process of developing policies on renewables is very important, as is keeping in mind positions of various stakeholders. There are trade-

offs/continuous negotiation, even more when it is cross-sectoral, bringing together an increasing number of viewpoints
• In order to accelerate the energy transition, countries must go beyond electricity while formulating policy. Integrating renewables in heating and

cooling, and transport sectors was discussed, as well as how these situations are relevant for other countries in the world
• How to ensure that governments adhere to policies: to avoid reversing targets/ambitions due to non-compliance

Presenting the European Union’s new regulatory framework for renewable energy, 2020-2030

Dialogue between people 
developing new strategies 
for renewables in a certain 
country, and having the 
opportunity to discuss with 
people from other 
countries is very valuable

Ruud Kempener
European Commission



WORKSHOP: REGIONAL ENERGY CENTRES (BY UNIDO & UNECE)

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

▪ Objective: to understand the common challenges and barriers across the various regions and identify solutions or lessons learned
that can be shared to further advance the sustainable energy market

▪ The workshop included the participation of five regional renewable energy and energy efficiency centres (EACREEE, ECREEE, PCREEE,
RCREEE, SACREEE), along with members of the REN21 Community

▪ The following points were highlighted during the workshop:

• Lack of knowledge on sectoral integration, political will, human resources and financing are also lacking

• Regions need good practice examples; stakeholders need to exchange in order to overcome challenges to increased renewables uptake

• There’s a role for regional policies in advancing the energy transition: e.g. role of harmonised standards for energy efficiency or renewables

• Need to explore the possibilities for setting up regional financing facilities, maybe within the regional centres: way to collectively source
projects from different regions, but also promote regional coordination and sharing between countries

How can regional policies improve sector integration to foster greater RE uptake?

The extensive knowledge of, 
and enriching discussions 
with the REN21 Community 
are beneficial to the regional  
energy centres

Rana Ghoneim
UNIDO



WORKSHOP: RENEWABLE ENERGY IN CITIES (BY REN21)

In Workshop
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

▪ Objective: to gather input from the REN21 Community on the report’s scope, and to identify guidelines and entry points for data
collection to advance the report’s development

▪ This first edition will showcase effective policies, finance and business models to jointly shape the debate on cities in the energy
transformation

▪ The following points were highlighted during the workshop:

• General lack of knowledge on where to find energy data on cities with few organisations that work at the ground-level on energy in cities

• The definition of cities and development of comparable performance indicators is another challenge

• Cities play a key role in the energy transformation, lead on efforts in heating, cooling and transport and can overcome the “silo thinking”

• Cities are very interested in the co-benefits of renewables, including addressing health concerns, air pollution, energy security and access,
local job creation, etc.

Presenting the outline of REN21’s first edition Renewables in Cities Global Status Report

The workshop was 
extremely useful to 
understand the drivers for 
renewables in cities, and 
the role cities play in 
overcoming “silo thinking” 

Lea Ranalder
Project Manager, REN21
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THE COMMUNITY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO INTERACT INFORMALLY…
…helping build and strengthen relationships

The REN21 Quiz
Joint get-together 

with REEW
Networking Playing games

Capturing human 
energy

Dancing Colouring Discussing
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POST-EVENT SURVEY OF ATTENDEES DEMONSTRATED REN21 ACADEMY SUCCESS 

96%
…of respondents found the quality of 
content of the Academy programme 
to be “Good” and “Very good”*

94% …of respondents found the quality of 
the facilitation to be “Good” and 
“Very good”*

99% …of respondents rated their overall 
assessment of the Academy as 
“Good” and “Very good”*

94%
of respondents 
would participate 
in the next REN21 
Academy (2020)

89%
of respondents want 
to be involved in 
building the REN21 
Community Strategy

Greatest moments Future REN21 Academy 
topics “wish-list”

Cross-sector: youth, gender

Investment & risk

Clean cooking

Innovation & digital disruption

Lifecycle costs 

Energy efficiency

Asia, Africa, Latin America

Enabling technologies

*Scale: Poor, Fair, Good,±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΧ Improvements for the future

More in-depth discussions

More time for session on 
communications

More sessions to learn

More time for group exercises

Networking time with high-level 
speakers

More engagement with transport 
sector/experts



GIVING A FACE TO THE REN21 COMMUNITY…
…an Instagram account was launched, videos were created, and a vlogger wrote of his personal experience

http://tiny.cc/6h1q4y

http://tiny.cc/0j1q4y

Get the 
Academy 

spirit!

A vlogger 
visits the 
Academy

https://www.instagram.com/ren21community/
http://tiny.cc/6h1q4y
http://tiny.cc/0j1q4y


Human Energy
Photos by 
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