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Industry Associations:
ARE, ACORE, ALER, 
APREN, CREIA, CEC, EREF, 
GOGLA, GSC, GWEC, IREF, 
IGA, IHA, RES4MED, 
WBA, WWEA

Science & Academia:
FundacionBariloche, IIASA, ISES, 

NREL, SANEDI, TERI

NGOs: 
CAN, CEEW, FER, GACC, 
GFSE, Greenpeace 
International, ICLEI, 
ISEP, MFC, SLoCaT, REI, 
WCRE, WFC, WRI, WWF

International 
Organisations:

ADB, APERC, ECREEE, 
EC, GEF, IEA, IEC, 

IRENA, RCREEE, UNDP, 
UN Environment, 

UNIDO, World Bank

Governments:
Afghanistan, 

Brazil, Denmark, 
Germany, India, 

Mexico, South 
Africa, Spain, 

UAE, USA

REN21is a global multi stakeholder network dedicated to the rapid 
uptake of renewable energy worldwide.



Collaborative annual reporting since 2005 building on 
international expert community. The report features:

01. Global Overview

02. Policy Landscape

03. Market & Industry Trends

04. Distributed Renewables for Energy Access

05. Investment Flows

06. Energy Systems Integration and Enabling Technologies

07. Energy Efficiency

08. Feature: Corporate Sourcing of Renewables

Renewables Global Status Report



Another Extraordinary Year for Renewable Energy

ỉ As of 2016, renewable 
energy provided 18.2% 
(est.) of global final energy 
consumption

Å10.4% modern 
renewables 
(+0.2% compared to 
2015)

Å7.8% traditional biomass 
(-2.4% than 2015)



ỉ In 2017, renewables 
accounted for: 70% of net 
additions to global power 
generation capacity

ỉ RE supplied an estimated 
26.5% of global electricity

ỉ Progress in the power 
sector shows that the 
transition to renewable 
energy is possible!

Power Sector



The άSectoral Disconnectέ



ỉ Share of renewable energy in 
transport: 3.1% mainly 
provided by biofuels (90%)

ỉ In 2017, global biofuels 
production increased nearly 
2.5%, to 143 billion litres

ỉ Biofuels production and use 
are very concentrated 
geographically, 
> 80% productiontakes place 
in the United States, Brazil 
and the EU

Transport



ỉ Electrification trend:

ÅRail and light rail

ÅEVs on the road passed 
the  3 million mark in 
2017 (+70%, but only 
1% of light vehicle
market)

ỉ Potential to create a new 
market for renewable 
energy and facilitate the 
integration of higher 
shares of VRE

Transport



Renewable electricity based mobility vs. electric mobility

IRENA-IEA-REN21, Renewable Energy Policies in a Time of Transition


